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PREFACE 


Cannot find, upon the moſt impartial 
er Sy Retroſpection of the Argument, any 
Wee Reajon to alter my Sentiments concern- 
Ned ng it; und as it is a Matter of the 
greateſt Importance, 'tis hoped that thoſe who 
maintain the Doctrines of Election, &c. will 
 affordit all the Weight and Confideration it _ 
But, if there be any among them, who will hear no 
Reaſon or Argument whatever, and are ſure, only 
becauſe they are ſure, Thave little or no Hopes 
to prevail with them, to give me a fair Hearing, 
or to think candidly and impartially about it. 
But as there are among them, ſome, who no doubt 
will allow the Poſſibility of their being in an 
Error; to all ſuch J addreſs my ſelf, and beſeech 
them, as much as poſſible to lay aſide Prejudice and 
Partiality; wiſely conſidering, that many of their 
Fore-fathers maintained ſome erroneous Dott- 
rines, with as much Zeal, and Integrity, as they 
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9 The PREFACE 
their Deſtendants now do hes Dune iner "of 
Election, &c. and yet ſaw Occafion to renounce 
| them afterwards. 


T bore 7s Reafon to fear, the juſt Liberty I 
have taken with the Doctrines of Election, Cc. 
may, by ſome, be -deem'd Blaſphemy again 
Gop himſelf; but lam far from intending any 
ſuch thing. T  befe Dactrines ( I think ) on the 
contrary, are in themſelves nothing better than 
blaſphemous, % the Intentions of ſome who 
maintain them,” be ever ſo devout and ſincere: And 
F an Impeachment of Doctrines, 'which, inſtead 
of preſerving Go D's Moral 0 haracter, robs 
him of all that is dear and valuable, or that can 
render. bim lovely and adorable to Man, be ac 
counted Blaſ phemy, the Ignorance and B. gotry 
of thoſe, who judge after that Manner, ought much 
t be lamented; It is à melancholy Truth, that 
ohere Prejudice, in favour of falſe Principles, bas 
had early and frequent Acceſs to the Mind, it too 
Alen ſhuts tbe Ear againſt Reaſon and 75 ruth; 
and tis very hard to per ſuade ſuch People to enter 
at all, and much leſs impartially, into the Merits 
'of an Argument advanced againſt them; nor in- a! 
deedis theLibertyof Thou gbt,onReligious Subjects, 
duly inculcated i Religious Afſemblies: For, te 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, 7h they are ſeldoma- JT w 
verſe. to give us the Compliment of a juſt Liberty of i D 
thinking for ourſelves, are but too apt to ket i of 
the Terrors of the Lord in array againſt Un- WF 

believers; | 
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The PREFACE. 


believers ; tho' perhaps their Diſſent may /ome- 
times he only. the innocent Effect, of the beſt 
Examination they are able to male. And if there 
be any thing worthy Notice, in what Thave ad- 
vanced, I bereby intreat all, into whoſe Hands this 
Treatiſe may come, not to be terrified, by any ſuch 
popular Arts, from making a thorough Examination 
for themſelves; on the other hand, Tam altogether 
as willing to beſet right, in whatever I may have 
erred, or been miſtaken. 


"Tis well known, the 17th Article of Our 


wn National Church, greatly favours the Doct- 


rines of Election and Reprobation ; and it is alſo 


generally believed, that the Better Part of our 


Clergy entirely diſapprove theſe DoErines, and 
would very readily aſſiſt in expunging them out 
of their Creed ; which would render their Con- 
ſerences much eafier, than now they are, or can 
be, under a Subſcription in a Senſe ſo very qua- 
lifed and remote from the natural Intent and 
Meaning o/ the Article, 


 Experzence makes it evident, that Education is 
able toretain Men of the Brighteſt Underſtanding, 
in the Belief of the Greateſt Abſurdities. But, 
that Men of Learning, Ingenuity and Experience, 
who: have lived perhaps to the Age of fifty, in the 
Di ſbelief of the Doctrines of Election, &c. ſhould 
after that ſincerely embrace them, is to me Matter 
of great Aſtoniſhment ; yet this I am inform d 
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is really the Caſe, with regard to cue of the-moſt 
ingenicus Divines, our Metropolis has to boaſt 
. One Reaſon may perhaps be alledged, far | 
"fach an unexpeeted Alteration of Sentiment, 
viz. That tho we diſbelieve theſe Doctrine, 
becauſe they are abſurd, yet we hold at the ſame 
time, others, equally repugnant 10 Reaſon, and 
to Common Senſe ; and certainly, ae may as reaſon- 
ably embrace the one as retain the other. Befides, 
with what reaſonable Expeftation of Succeſs 
could ſuch a Man as this fit down to arguewithan- | 
other of abſurd Principles, when he himſelf & 
might be ſo eaſily abaſh'd and put to Silence, by an 
Appeal to other Principles, of his own, equally ab. 
ſurd and inexplicable, The beſt way then, inſtead 
of. embracing a treſh, abſurd, Principle of Faith, 
zs, ro renounce the old. I would not wwillmghy 
Offend Any, by a ſpecial Application to par- 
ticular Societies and Doctrines: let but every 
Man make an honeft Application to himſelf, and 
tbe Articles of Faith be profeſſes, and the Work 
of Reformation vill, I am perſuaded, gain ſome- 
thing thereby. And that, not only theſe Dottrines,” | 
but every other abſurd Principle of Faith, which 
either Ignorance, or Defign, may have intro- 
duced into the Chriſtian Church, to the Diſhonout- 
of Gov, the Burthen and Reproach of Human 
Nature, may be utterly exploded, is the ince/- 


ant Wiſh, and earneſt Defire, f * 
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= Fang and IMPARTIAL 
3 TL 2. HRISTIANITY having been 
2 SAT inſtituted, by its great Author 
? me and Publiſher, for the Benefit and 
I Advantage of Mankind, it is pity 
3 5 we ſhould ſo greatly differ, con- 
3 cerning what Genuine Chriſtianity is; if the 
Ho Bible, as we generally agree, was de- 
IJ fignedtolead us to the true Knowledge of Gop, 
£1 — to be a ſtanding and perpetual Rule of Faith 
and Manners to Men, it muſt ſurely have been 
I greatly corrupted ſince the primitive Times of 
the Goſpel, or the Explication of it deſigned- 
A ly left to a more excellent and ſuperior Direc- 
dor: For the ſeeming Contradictions, and Multi- 
: IJ plicity of obſcure Paſſages, wherewith: It 
: FF zbqunds, ſhewplainly itcould never, in its preſent 
k N Condition, be a Rule of Faith, Ge. becoming 
an \all-wiſe and perfect Being, to give to rational 
I Creatures. Every good Man, Society, and State, 
2 ſtudy Perſpicuity in all their Rules, Orders, and 


: . wh to * Families, Members, 


[2] 
and Subjects: and can we ſuppoſe, that He, 


who is perfect in Knowledge, would, in the 


Diſpenſation of his Laws, take leſs care of 
the everlaſting State of his immortal Creature 
Man? Yet it is plain, we differ in our Senti- 
ments of Religion, and greatly too, for want, 
as I ſincerely hope, of the Knowledge of 
better Helps, to direct our Inquiries, in Mat- 
ters, the true Knowledge whereof, is of ſo con- 
ſiderable Moment. Therefore, 


IINT END, in the Courſe of this Debate, to 
deſcant freely, on the Doctrines of Divine So- 
vereignty, Election, Reprobation, and Original 
Sin; and alſo, on the Arguments which ſome 
ingenious Gentlemen have uſed to ſupport them. 
But I hope ( with regard to the Authors 1 


may poſſibly name) to be perfectly decent, and 


to treat them with all becoming Reſpect and : 
Deference, as I think Men of Integrity, Learn- 
ing and Abilities deſerve; who, though in 


an . | 2 
1 . rear 


ſome Points they may err, and hold Doctrines 
in their own Nature and Tendency altogether 
ſubverſive of Religion and Morality, do never- 
theleſs not perceive them to have theſe Ten- 
dencies, and are therefore by no Means charge- | 


able with them. Yet, as touching the Doc- 
fr ines themſelves, I ſhall preſume to ſpeak freely, | 
both in regard to their Nature, and what appears 
to me to be their genuine Fruits and Effects. 
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II is with me an eſtabliſh'd Truth, that 
the miſtaken Notion of ſome learned Men, con- 
cerning the Sovereignty of the Deity, has 
given theſe Doctrines a more favourable Ac- 
ceptance in the World, than otherwiſe they 
would, or could, ever have met with; and 
notwithſtanding all the Pains and Arguments 
theſe Gentlemen have beſtowed, to reconcile 
their Doctrines to our common Senſe of Right 
and. Mrong, it is plain, that, at bottom, this is the 
grand governing Principle. For, when their 
Attempts to reconcile theſe Doctrines with 
common Senſe and Equity fail, they have 
immediate Recourſe to God's Sovereignty, and 
even go ſo far, at leaſt in Effect, as to deny there 
is any intrinſick Difference in Things them- 


ſelves, as ſhall be made appear from their moſt 
approved Writers, whenever they are pleaſed 


to demand it: But as this Principle of Sove- 


reignty is moſt certainly their ſtrong Hold, I 


ſhall therefore endeavour to go to the Depth 
of this Argument; and ſhew, in the firſt Place, 
how greatly they miſapprehend the Nature of 
this Attribute; and, in the ſecond Place, grant- 
ing it to be as they ſay, I ſhall then ſhew 
the precarious and miſerable Condition of all 
Mankind, not excepting the Elect themſelves, 
— the Government of ſuch an arbitrary 

| To begin with the firſt, That Gop is a 
Sovereign, we readily allow : But it will not 
therefore follow, he is morally capable of do- 
ing any thing, in its o Nature, immoral or 


B unjuſt, 


1 
unjuſt. All religious Debates are allowed to be 
beſt determinable by the divine Attributes; 
and yet nothing is more common, than to 
ſinglè out, and lay the greateſt Streſs on, that 
Attribute alone, which appears beſt to ſuit our 
own particular Opinions: which, however in- 
nocent our Intention may be, is, I think, in 
itſelf, a very erroneous and unwarrantable Pro- 
cedure; for as Go p is all-wiſe and good, as 
well as almighty and independent, it is, in the 
Nature of Fhings, impoſſible (and therefore 
we ſhould never admit it poſſible) he ſhould 
be capable (in a moral Senſe, I mean ) of ex- 
erting any one particular Attribute in Oppo- 
ſition to, or Diminution from, another. A Sove- 
reign he is, nor can any Creature whatever 
diſpute his unlimited and uncontroulable Power 
over his whole Creation. But Power alone, 
without Wiſdom and Goodneſs to make a right 
Uſe and Application of it, may be perfect Fren- 
zy, and run into the greateſt Latitude of. Folly 
and Tyranny, It is, if J may be allowed the 
Compariſon, like a Veſſel that has loſt its Helm, 
continually expoſed to the toſſing of Winds 
and Waves, To talk, therefore, of mere Sove- 
reign Pleaſure, without Regard to the proper 
Reaſon or Fitneſs of Things, ſo far operating 
and being in the Divine Mind (and which is no- 
thing more than the Preſence and Operation 
of his own Wiſdom ) in order to prefer what, 
in its own Nature, is 6%, and ftteſt to be done, 
is excluding from the Deity, thoſe more bleſſed 
and valuable Perfeftions of Wiſdom and Good- 
| neſs, 


TY 


b, and eſtabliſhing in their room, and at 
their Expence, mere Sovereign Power alone. 
Phyfically ſpeaking indeed, we allow Gop can 
do Evil itſelf; but the moral Perfections of his 
Nature, are to us an infallible and unſhaken Se- 
curity, that he never Will do it. Man being an 
impotent and fallible Creature, liable, not only 

to miſtake the true Nature and Importance of 
Things, but when he does underſtand his Du- 
ty rightly, liable alſo, thro'.the Prevalence of 
Habit and Paſſion, to be very backward and de- 
fective in performing it, muſt neceſſarily be ſub- 
ject to ſuch Laws, as contain in them Rewards 
and Puniſhments, proper to influence his Ar 
and his Fears. 


£ 


But as Gop, on the contrary, 1s a Being of 


all poſſible and infinite Perfections; an exact 
Knowledge of what we call Right and Wrong, 
Juſt and Unjuſt, ever hath, and always will 
exiſt in the Divine Mind, and be to him a 
| perfect, conſtant, and invariable Rule of Action, 


in relation to his Creatures. He that is infinite 


in Knowledge, cannot but know, atall Times, 
and under the moſt (tous) difficult and per- 
plex d Circumſtances of Things, what in its 
own Nature is beſt, and ſitteſt to be done; and, 
being void of all Bias, Prejudice, and Paſſion, 
cannot but approve of what is right and beſt ; 
and being likewiſe Almighty, no Power can 
poſſibly interrupt, or prevent what he determi- 
ned toaccomplith : So that it is morally impoſſible, 


88 Gop ſhould do an evil Thing, Theſe Truths 
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are ſo deducible from each other, and in thems 

ſel ves ſo evident, to all unbiaſſed and inquiſitivt 
Minds, that one would wonder to find Men, 

of Learning and Integrity, give into the con- 
trary Sentiments; which, in Effect, they do, 

who hold Doctrines naturally ſubverſioe of theſe 
fundamental Truths, as all certainly do; who 
depart from the moral Good and Fitneſs of 
Things, and reſolve all into mere ſovereign 
Pleaſure alone, independent of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs; which muſt ever be at hand to co- 
operate with, and govern the Exertion of, their 
favourite Attribute , ſovereign Power itſelf ; or, 

if they do not expreſily affirm this, they do 
by another Method the very fame thing; 
and that is, by denying, in Effect, the intrinſicł 
Difference of Good and Evil, which, according 
to them, has no Foundation i in the Nature and 
Relations of Things, but takes its Riſe, only, 
from the mere Will and Appointment of the 
Deity. But if all T hings are in themſelves 
equally Good, where is the Uſe to appoint, or 
the Senſe of talking about it? Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs muſt, according to this Notion, be 


idle and unmeaning Sounds, without Senſe or 
Service. But alas! the natural Conſequence of 
maintaining Tenets, ſo repugnant to common 
Senſe, 1s ſeldom lefs than running into and 


embracing. other Abſurdities, in themſelves 


equally great with what they are bronght to 


defend. And here, as ſome of theſe Gentle- . 
men are exalted, and I hope deſervedly, to 


ho Dignity of Teachers! in the 9 Church, 
12 they 
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divine Obligations, ariſing from the Relation we 


5 
they will, I hope, permit me to aſk them a 
Queſtion or two, which I ſhould, on almoſt 
any other Occaſion, bluſh to aſk any rational 
Man, viz. If they do not perceive an intrinſic 
Beauty and Excellence in Virtue, as oppoſed 
to Vice; independent of all poſitiue or arbi- 
trary Appointment, tho! of the Dezty itſelf; 
and whether, beſides the Commands of Gop, 
( which to be ſure are of high Importance, and 
ought ever to be urged with great Strength 
and Energy) they do not alſo preſs upon their 
Hearers, the Practice of Virtue, and endeavour 
to recommend, and inforce it on the Mind, from 
its on native Charms? But to make this Mat- 
ter, ſtill, if poſſible, more evident; let us ſup- 
poſe the preſent excellent Order of Things in- 
verted, and that Gop, of his own mere Plea. 
ſure, had given Mankind quite contrary Laws, 
and commanded Rebellion, Murder, Ingrati- 
tude, and all Manner of Intemperance and De- 
bauchery, inſtead of their oppofite Virtues; 


would the ſame Fitneſs, Beauty, and Propriety, 


appear to theſe Gentlemen, as there now does, 
in Virtue? If not, from whence the Difference 
ariſes, let them anſwer. 


As Goy is an infinite Mind or Spirit, per- 
fectly acquainted, at every Inſtant of Time, 
with whatever hath been, is, or ſhall be ; and 
all Things pgſſible to be; tis evident, that all 


poſſible Relations of Perſons and Things are 


fully known to him; and that all aral and 


ſtand 
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[3] 

ſtand in to Gop, and to each other, did, in 

their own Nature, previous to cba . Or 

Commandment, exiſt ; becauſe the one was in 

Time, and the other Fiechet; one commenced 
only (at beſt ) with the Being and Beginning of 
Creatures, the other was from all Eternity, 
coLexiſtent with the Divine Wiſdom itſelf; and 
ſuch an inſeparable Concomitant therewith, : 
that, in regard to the Divine Being himſelf, 
- it was abſolutely impoſſible, but that, on his 
creating ſuch a Rank of Beings as we are, 
moral and religious Obligations muſt have been 4 
ervariably and unalterably the ſame; and if, 
as theſe Men teach, Gop's having command- 
ed the Practice of Virtue, be its peculiar 
Sanction, and that alone Which diſtinguiſhes it 
from Vice or Evil; then, by the fame or as 
pod an Argument, his commanding Light 
in the Beginning, is all the Reaſon we have 
for eſteeming Light and Darkneſs different, 
{as they really are) the one being the actual 
Preſence of a real Body, and the other a mere 
Name, to ſignify its Abſence; not that Vice 
TO therefore a mere Name, to Gonify the Ab- 
ſence of Virtue, for Compariſons ſeldom hold 
good in every minute Particular ; but there 1s 
a Parity between the two Caſes, ſufficient to 
juſtify 1 my bringing in the one, as an IIluſtra- 
tion of the other. There is no Knowledge. 
more certain, than what Mankind commonly 
have of Good and Evil; and he who, in order 
to ſerve any private Scheme of Religion, goes 
about to depreciate this Knowledge, robs 


Man- 


, e EDS. pO re A 
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and in the End ſubjects his own darling 


[9] 
Mank ind of all Truth and Certainty Whatever; 


Schemes to the ſame Uncertainty; for if we 
cannot judge of the Fitneſs, of plain moral 
Truth and Duty, neither can we of any Scheme 
of Religion; eſpecially ſuch as hang together 


more by Art and human Contrivance, than by 


Reaſon or Revelation, 


Bring very deſirous to get all 52 Informa- 
tion I could, concerning the Matter in Debate, 
I have attentively read over Mr. Cle s Treatiſe on 
the Soverergnty of Gor. I know tis thought an 
unanſwerable Performance; and, fo far as it 
regards general Chriſtianity, it is worth every 
Chriſtian's ſerious Notice: But as to the Docs 
trine it was wrote to ſupport, it leaves it (in 
my Judgment) no better than it found it; but 
is miſerably weak, and defective, as to any 
Thing that looks like ſound Reaſon, or true 
Argument; and amounts to no more than 
this poor Aſſertion, That becauſe Gop is 4 
Sovereign, he may do what be pleaſes: And, 
from the Inſtances he brings from Scripture, 
'tis plain, that Mr. Cole himſelf pays as little 
Regard to the intrinſick Worth and Excellence 
of 'Things, as is done by many of his Brethren. 
The manner in which he has been pleaſed. te 
eve, us the Story of Jacob and Eſau, prayes 

e Truth of this Obſervation, I have no 
A ' Inclination to ſpend Time in explaining 
hard Paſſages of Scripture, ( tho if any thing 
of that kind can be ſerviceable, or deem Fi excel 
Tent, 


1101 
lent, tis Mr. Taylor of Norwich his Book on 
Original Sin,) or to treſpaſs on the Reader's 
Patience, by throwing one Text of hard and un- 
certain Meaning againſt another; for by this 
means the Controverſy hath been needleſsly pro- 


longed. Where the Scriptures are plain, pojitive © 


and-rea/onable, their Authority ought to be con- 
ſcientiouſly adhered to: But as this is not always 
the Caſe, the next Thing to knowing what is the 
true Meaning of any particular Text of Scrip- 
ture is, to know what it neither does nor can poſ- 
ſibly mean; in which Caſe, the Divine Attri- 


butes, and the Nature and Reaſon, or (if you 


pleaſe) Fitneſs of Things, is the beſt Rule. 
We cannot, it is impoſſible we mould, under- 
ſtand the certain determinate Meaning of any 
Text of - Scripture better, if altogether _/o well, 
as we do know certainly, that Gop is ut and 


good, and know al ſo as clearly, what Juſtice and 


Goodneſs mean, when applied to the Deity, as 
we do, when we apply them to our/efves. And 
this Rule, if duly obſerved, would be abun- 
dantly ſufficient, to ſet afide many Interpreta- 
tions of Scripture, too commonly admitted up- 
on this and the like Occaſions. And, befides 
this never failing Argument (toall who attend 
duly to its Force) it is worth while, juſt to re- 
mark, that though, as the Bible now ſtands, 
there are in it (as we muſt acknowledge) 
ſome Paſſages, which (eſpecially at firſt fight) 
ſeem to favour the Doctrine of Soverergnty, &c. 
yet as it is poſſible, nay ſometimes eaſy, to 
give them another Interpretation, and the 80 

3 neral 


5 — '» of 2.2 © A c 


e to the Hiſtory, it ſeems plain, that 
* 


[rr] 

ow" Scope.and Tenor of the Scripture being a- 
. to ſuch an Interpretation, we have 
abundantly more Reaſon to reect, than to ad- 
mit of the Senſe, in which theſe Gentlemen 
are pleaſed to underſtand and expound many 
Texts of the Bible, relating to this and other 
affinitive Points, | | 


I wovry not, as I obſerved before, pre- 
ſume to impoſe on the Reader's Time and 
Patience, by entering unneceſſarily into the 
ſcriptural Part of the Argument; yet I muſt 
beg Leave, to make nowand then an Obſerva- 
tion or two as I go along: And the firſt Thin 
that falls in my way is, the Story of ace 


and Eſau, and the Account which Mr. Cole 


gives of it. He not only relates the Story, but 
aſſures us, that Jacob's obtaining the Bleſſing 
was of Divine Appointment, and (what is 


more extraordinary)that the Falſhood and Fraud 


he practiſed to accompliſh it, was all of Gop's 
own immediate Direction; and this he gives 
as an Inſtance of God's Sovereignty, and pro- 


ctoding contrary to the moral Fitneſs of Things, 
and the Nature of thoſe Laws he hath given 
to Man. That Gop intended Jacob the Blęſi— 


ing, or preferred him to Eſau, I readily grant; 
but cannot admit it to be inferred from thence, 
that the Means, by which it was, as we reckon, 


aceompliſhed, were Divine alſo: There is 2 
more natural or (at leaſt) more juſtifiable way 


of accounting. for the whole Matter. Ac- 


Rebecta 


N 

Rebecca only, and not her Huſpand, was 
. Tide 32h! e ju een 
rivy to this. Deſignation of the Deity: the 
Fad upon Inquiry ( when with Child) received 
ſuch an Aſſurance from the Lox D; which 
might be the h Cauſe of her preferting a. 
cob to Eſau, and which in Time, tis probable, 
grew up into a much greater Degree of Par- 
tiality and Pondneſs : All this Time the good 
old Patriarch, her Huſband, ' ſeems to have 
been entirely unacquainted with the Affair. And © 
when the Time drew nigh, in which, according 
(as ſome think) to Cuſtom, he was about to 
bleſs his eleft Son, Rebecca then grew diffi- 
dent of the Accompliſhment of the Promiſe 


ASS! 


Jaac 


e 


13 

Tier had theſe F eg while Jacob 
ſtood before him, perſonating Eſau, is a Mat- 
ter of no ſmall Doubt and Dil pute. He was 
(tis evident) much ſurpriſed at the Cheat, put 


on him by his Wie and Son, and would 


doubtleſs very willingly have given Eſau the 
Preference, according to his firſt Intention; 
but ſomething ſupernatural ſeems now to have 
ſcized and fatisfied him, that Jacob was the 
Perſon intended; for he cries out, I have 
e blefled him, yea and he ſhall be bleſſed.” 
And this latter Aſſurance, and the Energy and 
Satisfaction wherewith the Words were pro- 
nounced, I takerather to have been the true Bleſ- 


fag than the other. For, as the Reaſon of Jacob's 


Diſſimulation was intirely owing to his Mo- 
ther's Diffidence and Impatience; ſo, there is 
no Doubt to be made, but that the Almighty 
himſelf would, had ſhe not interfered, have 


brought it about in a manner becoming his 


Holineſs, and not by Fulſbood, Deceit, and 
Diſſumulation. Religion can never be more diſho- 


noured, or the Deſpenſations of Gop to Man- 


kind receive greater Reproach, than when 


Divine Purpoſes are (under Gop's imme- 
diate Direction) ſaid to be accompliſh d by 
Methods in themſelves evil and immoral, and 


| altogether oppoſite to His Commands, Hath 


orbid us Lying, under the Penalty of Hell- 


; Fire, and ſhall he himſelf practiſe it, or im- 
mediately influence another to do it, for the 


fake of bringing to paſs ſome Event, which he 


* ca #8 eaſi iy have accompliſh'd, by Methods 


C 2 purely 


aul 

ä purely righteous and Honourable! And had 
Facob never been prompted, or attempted to 
obtain the Bleſſing in the manner he did at- 
tempt it, tis more than probable, that Gop, 
who removed: Jaac's Surpriſe, and cauſed hin 
to break forth as he did, I have bleſſed him, 
*yeaand he ſhall be bleſſed, ” would never have 
permitted or impowered Ihaac, to have Bleſſed 
Eſau, in an ectual manner beyond his Brother: 
Or if a mere Pronouncing of Words, when 
uttered as a Blefling from the Heads of Fami- 
lies, was in itfelf an 7rrever/ible Bleſſing, and 
¶ aac hadattempted to beſtow it on Eſau, Gop 


no doubt would have ſtayed his Mouth by 


 Intimations within ; as he did, on another Oc- 
caſion, the Hand of Abraham, by an Angel 
without: Provided, I fay, it be allowed, that 
a formal Bleſſing, from the Mouth of Jae. 
was neceſſary to confirm on Jacob thoſe 
rior Privileges, which Gop had deſigned for 
him; andthat this Interpretation of the Text 
is more honourable, and better becoming the 
Truth and Majeſty of the Divine Being. I ap- 
peal not to Reaſon only, but to Mr. C him- 
ſelf: For whatever Influence Prejudice, or 
Enthuſiaſm, may have on ſome Minds, there 
are certain Seaſons, wherein Truth will diſ- 
play itſelf to the Reaſon and Underſtanding of 
Mankind, and extort, even from the Mouths 

of thols; bo ſometimes: oppoſe her, the moſt 
ample Conceſſions i in her Favour. Take the 


following g as an. Inftance—Cole's Sovereignty of 


70d, Page 47 2d Edit; © To this alſo mig 
cc be 
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i be added the ſtrict Injunctions that G op hath 


* laid upon the ſubordinate Diſpenſers of his 
Law; as namely, to judge the People with 
6 juſt jud gment, not to wreſt Judgment, nor 
tt reſpect Perſons; yea, he curſeth them that 
t pervert Judgment, and will ſurely reprove 
them that accept Perſons; and ſhall mortal 
«Man be nfore juſt than God? will he, under 
„ fach Penalties, command Men to do thus, 
'66 and not do ſo bimtelf ? 


Tur Aigument is undoubtedly _— ap- 
plicable to the Sin of Lying, or indeed to 
any Sin whatever; and J appeal to every un- 
prejudiced Reader, if any Thing more to the 


Purpoſe could be urged, againſt his own Ac- 


count of the Affair between Jacob and Eſau, 
or even againſt the Doctrine itſelf, which he 
writes his Book to ſupport: and this, in Con- 
junction with my foregoing Arguments, may, 
I hope, be Anſwer ſufficient for the Uſe they 
make of all other parallel Places of Se 


By this Conceſſion tis bia, that Juſtice 
wi Goodneſs in Gop are, by this Author, con- 
ſidered the ſame as in us; how elſe were it 
poſſible, to underſtand what the Laws of Gop 
truly mean? Be you perfect, as your Father 
uhich is in Heaven is perfect, is a plain Indi- 
cation (taking in the Context) of the moral 
Derne of the Divine Nature, in Part ap- 

t to us, as the Text obſerves, from his 
adi Bounty in the Creation: He cauſetb 


bis 


1 36 ] 
bis Sun to riſe an the Evil and on the Good, 
ſendeth his Rgin on the Juſt and the Unjuft 
Though at other Times, when theſe Gentle- 
men are hard pinched with the Hy: and 
Injuſtice of their Doctrines, they apply for 
Refuge to the Sovereigniy of Gop, and give 
ſtrang Intimations, that uſbice and Goodneſs, 
when applied te him, are mere unmeaning 
Sounds, which at beſt ſignify, what mere Sove- 
 reignty pleaſes to do, and that when applied to 
Man, they ſignify quite another Thing. And 
this- naturally leads me to the ſecond Thing I 
ropoſed to conſider, viz. That allowing the 
Doctrine of Election to be, as they ſay, reſolve- 
able into Gop's Sovereignty ; 3 that Gop is juſt 
ſuch a Sovereign, as this Doctrine ſuppoſes, 
and theſe Gentlemen take him to be; that the 
bave his Word for their own Election and 
Salvation; yet even then, there could be no 
manner of Certainty as to Religion, no Depend- 
ance on the Promiſes and Threatnings of the 
Goſpel; apd conſequently, the ſuppoſed Elect 
mult beat the Air, and run at the fame or as 
great Uncentainties, as any other Perſons what- 
ever, under the Government of ſuch an bir 
Wary Being. | 


Imavs „ toaroid Diſpute, propoſed this Ar- 
gument more to the Advantage of the Elect, 
chan I Mas tritly obliged to do, by allowing 
them to be abfolutely, certain, that Gop has told 
them, chat they axe his Eleét, and that he will 


Se them erna! Life; Which, allowing the 
Doctrine 


ä X 
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We 7 * 
Doctrine of Election to be true, is generally 


much mere than they can prove, either to 
themſelves, or to others: allowing, I ſay, the 


Doctrine of Electim to be clearly revealed in 


Scripture, there will be this Difficulty behind, 
as to the ceftain Marks of being of that Num- 
ber. The Scripture müiſt alſo as clearly reveal 
the Marks, as it does the Doctrine, or we 
ſhall not be able to apply with any Certainty 
to ourſelves. Is believing the Doctrine, c. 
and thinking myſelf one of this happy Num- 
ber, a Rule ſufficient to abide by? If fo, no 
Man who has this F aith, concerning the Doc- 
trine and himſelf, can ever depart from it. 
Yet, there have been many Inſtances of Per- 


ſons, zealous in that way, who ſaw Occaſion 


afterwards to renonnce the Doctrine itſelf, 
and with it that 7maginary and ungrounded Cone- 
reit of their being, for no Reaſon whatever, 
Gop's dear Children and Favourites, and em- 


braced, in its room, the Doctrines of ani ver ſal 
Grace and Free-will and upon the beſt Rea- 
ons too, for as without the one, Gop cannot 


be juſt, ſo without the other, Man, being no 
Agent, can be no Subject of Rewards and 
Puniſhments. Theſe very Men were before 


thought tobe elect, by their moſt ſpiritual and 
beſt judging Brethren, who pronounced them 
choſen in Chrrf, and unſhaken'in the Faith; 

and ſo indeed they judged concerning chem- 


felves: But the Grace of Gop being orice f 
mitted freely to operate in the Mind, it 


expelled that TER and Narrowneſs pr 


Spirit, 


[ 18 ] 


Spirit, which BE. in many well meaning 
Perſons) is the genuine Effect of ſuch narrow 
Doctrines. If having this Faith be no certain 
Mark, becauſe a Man may depart from it, 
vhat Proof have they? ſurely none: But al. 
lowing them an abſolute Certainty, as to 
themſelves, that Gop hath told them, in Perſon, 
that they are his Elect, it will (on their own 


darling Principle of Sovereignty ) amount to 


Juſt nothing at all; becauſe, as a Sovereign, 
Gop may promiſe one thing, and intend, nay 
do another, or the contrary; nor can they 
prove, or have they the leaſt Aſſurance, he will 
not thus deal with them, without recurring 
to other. Principles, which will hold equally 
ſtrong againſt the Doctrines themſelves — To 
this Dilemma are theſe Gentlemen inevitably 


reduced; they muſt either give up the Doc- 


trines, or part with any Security of Depen- 
dance on Go himſelf, as to their own Hap- 
pineſs. It will be in vain, here, to refer to the 
Googneſe of God, though, on my Principles, the 
Argument would be unanſwerable ; on theirs, 
it is ark naught, and avails nothing. And 
pray obſerve the double Dealing this reduces 

them to; it is ſomething like ſetting u up 74200 

Gods. inſtead "of one, or, which is much the 
ſame, aſcribing to the eternal, unchangeable 
' Being, an inconſiſtent and contrary Conduct. 
Here is, firſt, a mere arbitrary Being, that de- 
crees, or pretends to decree; by mere Sovereign 


* Pleaſure only, the Salvation of the Elect; but, 


becauſe ſuch a Being may as well break his 
" Promiſe 


r 


( 19 ] 
- Promiſe as keep it, here is another to make 
good the Promiſe, who invariably acts ac- 
cording to the moral Fitneſs of Things: Or, if 
you take it the other way, here is, if, A Pro- 


miſe made as a mere Sovereign, undetertnined 


by, and unregardful of, a// moral Obligations ; 
and, 24ly, The Performance of this Promiſe 
is expected, from a Principle of Juſtice and 
Goodneſs; ever conformable to the moral 


| Reaſon and Fitneſs of Things: And certainly, 


in either Caſe, it leaves Things very precarious ; 
nor can the Promiſes of ſuch a Being as this 
(1 ſpeak it with all poſſible Reverence to the 
true 7 — himſelf) be any thing near ſo valu- 
able, or fit to be depended on, as the En- 
gagements of a good and worthy Man. And 
whatever theſe Gentlemen, to put a more 
plauſible Out-fide on their Doctrines, fay, 
concerning the Freedom and Excellence of that 
State, wherein our firſt Father Adam was cre- 
ated, and the Poſſibility of his having remained 
perfectly innocent, and the Bleſſings of eters 
nal Life, which would have been thence derived 


to ALL his Poſterity, it is plain to me, they 
generally believe no ſuch thing; but that, on 
the contrary, Gop abſolutely 207 and de- 


creed the Fall of Adam. Mr. Cole. himſelf, their 
great Advocate, is far from ſuppoſing the Con- 


dition of Adam to have been proper for abiding 


long in Obedience to the Divine Command, 
or that, had he ſtood, his Poſterity would have 
thence. become impeccable and happy : on the 
contrary, he repreſents Adam's Condition as a 
D ver 


[ 20] 


very weak and imperfect State, by no means 


ſuited to the Temptations, which his Maker 


knew he would ſhortly be expoſed to, and 
overcome wich; and all his Poſterity, bad they 


been tried one by one, would, it ſeems, lee failed 
as he did, Page 72. If all this does not amount 
to ſomething equal to a poſitive Aſſertion, that 
Gop w/l-d the Fall of Adam, and in Cole. 
quence of it, the Guilt and Deſert of eternal 


Death, wes is ſaid to be thence derived, to 


all his proſterity, I donot know what 1s, or can 
be equal to it; and indeed all this, and much 
more, may eafily be reſolved into the Doctrine 
of Goy' s Soverergnty : and whoever thinks I 
have mitreprefented their Faith, need only 


conſult their great apoſtle Mr. Calvin. But let 


me further purſue my Argument, to prove, 
that tho' a Man of this Faith has Gop's own. 
Word for his Election and Salvation, he can- 
not, on this Principle of mere Soutreignty, rea- 
ſonably or ſafely depend on it: My Reaſon, 
which is ſhort and plain, J have already given; 
becauſe Gop, as a Sovereign, may do juſt what 
he pleaſes, beep his Promiſes, or hread them. 
There can be no Poſſibility of evading this Ar- 


gument, without coming back to the Good- 
neſs of Gop; which is at once to ſet aſide mere 
Sovereign Pleaſure, and evidently recurring to 
the moral Fitneſs of Things. As much as 
theſe Gentlemen are pleaſed to deſpiſe this 
moral Fitneſs, and ſuperftitiouſly exalt the 
mere Will of Gop in Oppoſition thereto; and 


if the Goodtefs of GOD proves, that he cannot 
break 
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break the Pi omiſe he has made to them of 
eternal Life; it is at leaſt as ſtrong a Proof to 
me, that ſuch a good Being could not poſſibly 
make me for eternal Miſery, or, 1 5 is the 


very ſame Thing, will or decree the Fall of 


Alam, and paſs the Sentence of eternal Death 


on all his Poſterity the far greateſt Part of 
whom he leaves, in this Condition, to periſh 
A . and miſeralle me among the 
reſt ! Bo 


A Doux Survey of the two Caſes, or r Condi- 
tions, of the Elect and Non-elect, may ſerve 
to ſet this Matter in a clear Light, Gop ber 
ing in himſelf antecedent to the Exiſtence of 
all other Beings, ipfinitely glorious and happy. 
could have no Occafion for Creatures to ad 


to his Bleſſedneſs; all that we call evil, ſuch as 


Cruelty and Injuſtice i in Man, ever ariſes from 
ſuch a vicious and imperfect State of Ming, 
as cannot, for that Reaſon, N belong to 
ore, whence theis 
Evils ariſe, cannot be! in Gor; ſuch a Con- 


duct, as theſe Doctrines ſuppaſe, is alſo equally. 


impoſſible to proceed from Gop, whoſe on 
Intent in creating muſt be, to con umunicate 
Hapy ineſs to his Creatures: Creation infers 
Providence, and to bring a ſenfible rational Be- 


ing into this World;. and, inſtead of taking 
due Care of its Safety and Ha ineſs, to Ceres 7 
and. render it e miter; 9485 
Nature much worſe, than making an abtolute. 


15 in its 07 


Pco..ife of eternal Like to apy cre ated Being, 
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another State, or Mode of Being, no e 


than the preſent. mortal Life; tis onlya Breach 
of Promile, which, in fuch a "Sovereign, is A 


eee „ 


mere Triffe. We have no natural Right to 
Immortality, much leſs to immortal Happi- by 
neſs; it is the mere Effect of Divine Bounty: — 


Bui, being created in a weak, dependent Star, 


ſurrounded with Wants and Infirmities, 
we have a natural Right to the Care and Pro- 


tection of our Maker; and tho' we allow, no 


formal Promiſe is made on our Behalf, yet 
the very att itſelf, of creating ſuch Beings, and 
the Condition we are placed in, contains in it 
the Subſtance of a Promiſe; and we may be 
aſſured, Gop will have proper Regard to _ | 


Beings. Tf Gop be gracious enough to giv 
eternal Life, to which we have not the 770 


natural Right, can he poſſibly with-hold that 


which, from our Make and Dependance on 


him, we have juſt Reaſon to expect? and how 
much more impoſſible is it, that he ſhould make 
us for everlaſting Miſery | To make ont Man 
for Damnation, is much worſe, than promiſing 
eternal Life to another, and breaking that Pro- 


mile; be that does the former, cannot be de- 


pended on in the latter. Methinks, the very 
Creation itſelf, and bountiful Provifior! there=: 


in made, for the Accommodation and Happineſs 


of Man, might aſſure us, that (Man being 


made principally for another World) a propor. 


tionale Care will be taken of his more impor- 
tant 
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tant and everlaſting Concerns. Which preſents 


me with. a fair Opportunity, of expoſing a No- = 


tion theſe Gentlemen hold, or a Method they 


haye, of interpreting ſuch plain Texts of Scrip- 


ture, as are brought to prove God's general 
Care and Providence over his whole Creation; in 


particular, where David ſays,**The tender Mer- 
«cies.of the Lok p are over all his Works: 


This, if you believe them, relates only to 
this Life; 10 1 think Mr. Gill ſays. But hey 


then, Is no Inference thence to be made? If 


Gon be thus tender, to provide Temporals, 
how much more will he be kind to the Soul, and 


provide for that! Tis a natural and ſtrong Way 


of arguing, and it was our Saviour's own 


Method of arguing, as the moſt Plain and 


Conclufive: *.Wherefore if Gop fo cloath 
« the Graſs of the Field, c. How much more 
e ſhall he cloath you, Sc. Mat. vi. 20. The 


Argument riſes in one Caſe, as much above the 


other, as immortal Life is preferable to the 
preſent mortal State; and ſuppoſe any of us 


ſhould ſympathiſe with a near F riend, under a 


ſinall Degree of Pain and Affliction, 9 not | 
the 3 Spirit of Friendſhip und Humanity 
have a ftronger Sympathy, when Affliction be- 
comes more inter ſe and ſevere? To be tender and 
pitiful in the leaſt and loweſt Matters, and un- 
regardful and cruel in important and everlaſt- 
ing Concerns, is, with regard to the Divine 
Being, a moral Impoſlibility; 'tis beneath hu- 
man Nature and Prudence, and the Practice : 


of A 690d Man: And yet theſe Doctrines 
teach 


[ 24 ] 
teach this horrible N concerning the great 
Gop himſelf. 


'To ſum up this PAR ns 4 That i Rg 


who can make a ſenſible rational Creature, on 
Purpoſe for Damnation, inſtead of taking a rea- 


ſonable Care of it, which, from its Make and 
Dependance, it has a Right to expect, as much 
as though a formal Promiſe were made, may, 

with altogether as much {may more). Juſtice 
break its Promiſes of eternal Life, made to another 
Creature of the ſame Kind; its Claim not be- 
ing founded in Nature, but built on Promiſe. 
As the former would be a more cruel and un- 
juſtifiable Proceeding than the latter, he that 
is capable of doing the one, can have no moral 
Perfections in his Nature ſufficient to ſecure 
the Elect againſt his doing the other: and on 
this aid and boundleſs Principle of Sovereignty, 

it is poſſible that, with regard to Religion, 

Things may be quite rever/ed hereafter ; the 
Elect, as they are called, made miſerable, and 
the Non-ele8, happy. I think we may chal- 


lenge the whole World, to ſhew on this mad 


Principle the contrary ; and why, as well as 
any thing elſe, ſuch an Oeconomy may not 
be reſolved into Sovereign Pleaſure, If Gon 


to Iſaac conveyed ſuch errant Falſhoods, by the 


Inſtrumentality of Jacob's Mouth, Why not 
make the fame deceitful Uſe of the Bible, or 
even of his own immediate Word, in regard to 
the Elect? If Gor, as Mr. Gill ( 1 think) ob- 
ſer ves, hastwo Wills, One publick Will of Com- 


＋ mand, and another of Intention, which' is 


oh private; 
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e private; Why, with regard to the Elect, 
may he not promiſe one thing, and intend, na 
reſolve on another? One would think it impoſ- 
ſible, for any underſtanding Man to judge thus 
of his Creator, that it is poſſible he ſhould come 
mand one Thing under the /evereſt Penalties, - 
and at the /ame Time not only will and intend, 


the contrary, and (what is amazing beyond Be- 
I lief) after all puniſh ſeverely the Creatures con- 
I cerned, whom he actuates to bring his ſecret 
Purpoſes to paſs: If there can be fuch a thing 
28 arbitary Power and tyrannical Government, 

in the very worſt Senſe of all, here it is. And 
here certainly is all the Phren/y, Folly, and 
Hanny, which, I told you in the Beginning, 
the Government of ſuch an arbitrary Being (as 


theſe Genlemen repreſent the Deity to be) muſt 
ever be liable to. 


It is evident, that as worthy Sentiments of 
Gor and of Religion, better the Mind, and im- 
prove the Underſtanding ; ſo do weak and ſu- 

i perſtitious Principles corrupt the intellectual 
Faculty, and render the Soul more blind and 
inhuman, than it is in its natural State, un- 
aſſiſted and unimproved by Divine Grace. 1 
have the rather made choice of this Argument, 
not only becauſe I have never ſeen it urged 
before, but becauſe I think it more nearly ' 
J :fecs, Menof this Faith, than any I have hi- 
cherto met with. I may be miſtaken; but 
while it has ſuch weight with me, I cannot 
564 but 
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bat earneſtly recommend it to the ſerious and 
impartial Conſideration of all who profeſs this 
Faith, more eſpecially thoſe who preach it 
| poublickly to the World; whoſe Acknow- 
ledgment of what I take to be Truth, or 
friendly Animadverſions thereon, will be Mat- 
ter of no ſmall Satisfaction to me: But Imuſt 
here enjoin one Caution, viz. that it will be 
abſolutely in vain to produce Texts of Scripture, 
till this Point 1s better ſettled between us. In 
the Art of evading Scripture Proofs, I allow 
theſe Gentlemen to be very ſkilful and expert; 
nor can J help believing, that a ſmall Part of 
the Penetration and Dexterity, uſually exerciſed 
on theſe Occaſions, would, in Men of contrary 
Principles, or even in themſelves, could they 
be perſuaded to think differently, be abun- 
dantly ſufficient to overthrow even the Doc- 
trines themſelves : They have a peculiar Talent, 
at miſunderſtanding and perverting the plain- 
eſt Text, and rendering thoſe which are diſficult 
and obſcure in their literal Senſe, with much 
Boldneſs, and without Heſitation; they 
ſtumble in a plain Path at Noon-Day, and 
walk careleſsly at Midnight amongſt Rocks, 
and upon the moſt dangerous Precipices. And 
here I might ſafely reſt the Argument, and 
make a final End of it. Sovereignty, ſuch an 
- one as they contend for, once proved, any 
thing whatever may be allowed to follow, and e 
all Diſputations will be utterly in vain, Allow a 
but the Roman Church its Infallibility, and the - x 
Truth of other Doctrines will unavoidably Y : 
- follow. | 
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follow. Till theſe Gentlemen, I ſay, ſet my main 
Principles aſide, all the Scripture | in the World 
will be nothing to their Purpoſe. Not but in 
the main the Bible is againſt them; for the 
Scriptures reveal God's Being and Attributes 
more clearly than they do moſt Points of 
Doctrine: the Reaſon is, becauſe the Doctrines 
ere embraced, are in themſelves nat /6 
to Reaſon, as the Being and Attributes 
of Gop; the latter being generally acknow- 
ledged in all Chriſtian Churches, tho' at the 
3 fame Time they widely differ about particular 
Doctrines, ſome of which have no doubt been 
| F preatly corrupted in paſſing through various 
Hands and Tranſlations: and J have been in- 
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formed, by much better Judges than I pretend 
- to be, that the Nerv Teſtament, even in theſe 
very Doctrines I have been contending againſt, 
has, by ſome Partiality or Neglect, been made to 
—ſpeak more roundly in their Favour, than the 
it cCriginal Greek; or beſt Copies, will ſupport; ;and 
h that, in ſome Places, the Meaning of the 
y Original i is inverted in the Tranſlation, The 
ad Scripture not only revealing to us the Being 
and Atrributes of Gon, more clearly than it does 
many Doctrines, and that Fundamental of all 
nd true Religion being alſo in itſelf perfectly 
an agrerable to the Light of Nature; tis evident, 
ny we are bound to reject the moſt poſitive Text 
nd of Seripture militating againſt this everlaſting 
ow | and fundamental Truth: and rather than part 
the with this, we had much better ſuppoſe the 
bly | Writer, as to diſputable Points, to have been 

= E 


miſtaken. 


* 
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miſtaken. at tho firſt, or the true Meaning 
corrupted . by others, The Tranſlators are al- 
lowed: to have been fallible Men, and 'tis very 
probable ſome Errors might creep in at that 
— But it will not ſo eaſily be granted, that 
the inſpired Writers could miſtake, nor would 
I ſuppoſe it, unleſs in very extraordinary Caſes, 
where either that or ſometbing worſe muſt be 
ſuppoſed; and ſuch a Suppoſition will, I am 
ſure, much better become us, than to imagine 
it poſſible for Gop to make a Revelation of his 
Will to Man, which ſhall upon Examination 
be found contrary to his Being and Goodneſs, as 
yell as expreſsly contrary to other plain Part. 
of this Revelation, 'Tho' the Argument, Ifay, *: 
might be ſafely reſted here, yet as there are 
ſome well meaning Perſons, who believe that 
Adam was made upright, and. furniſhed, wih 
2Stock of Strength and Underſtanding, ſufficient 
| to preſerve his Innocence; that Gor made a 
| Covenant with him, as our Federal or Repre- 
| fentatrve Head, wherein! it was ſtipulated, that 
if he continued upright, during the Time of 
Probation allotted, all his Poſterity ſhould be 
for ever happy; but that if he fell, a#/ ſhould 
be /ubjeft to everlaſting Miſery, as the counter ; 
Part ofthe Covenant; and he falling, the Re- 
ſtoration of his fallen Race ſhould be intire- 
ly owing; to the good Pleafure of Gap, who | 
might redeem all or only 4 Part, and leave {| 

the reſt to periſh. in the State wherein he found 

them, and in which Adam had involved them 

40 his Tra nſgreſſion: This they call Preteri- 


. tion, 
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tion, or a Paſſing 
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by, which ſounds a little 
better than that harſh Word Reprobation, tho' 
in reality no better at all: And on this firſt 
Tranſgteſſion ſome found the Doctrine of E- 
lection, and others that of Infant-Baptiſm, as an 
Expedient to waſh away this original Guilt, 
and it muſt be owned, the Virtueof the Remedy 
is admirably well ſuited to the Malignity of 
the Diſeaſe, I ſhall, for their ſakes, inſpect a 
little farther into the Affair; to me it appears 
unreaſonable, and therefore improbable, that 
Gop ſhould make with Adam any ſuch Co- 
venant or Agreement, or ſuffer the eternal 


State of all Mankind to hang upon' the fingle 


Thread of one Man's Behaviour, and who too 
(it feems) Gop knew would ſwerve from his 
Obedience: beſides, in all equitable Covenants, 
every Party concerned has a Right to be con- 


ſulted, nor can they be juſtly included to their 


own Detriment, without Conſent firſt ob- 
tained, (eſpecially if the Thing covenanted for, 


has an immediate, or may have a very fatal, 


tho' very remote, Tendency, to make wretched 


and unhappy) which, in this Caſe, with regard 


to the Unborn, could not poſſibly be had. I 
am ſenſible the Gentlemen againſt whom I am 
arguing (eſpecially Mr. G:/!) have many pretty 
Inventions, to juſtify ſuch a Conduct in the 
Divine Being, ſuch as producing parallel 
Inſtances, drawn from the allowed Practice of 
Men, and Uſage of the State; in particular, 
the Law relating to High. Treaſon, whereby a 


Rebels immediate Deſcendants are deprived of 


E 2 in- 
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inheriting their Father's Eſtate, with others 


of a like Kind; tò all which, what I am about 


to offer may, 1 hope, be a ſufficient Anſwer: 
The two Caſes differ ſo widely, that it will 
be no eaſy Undertaking to make any Thing 
of this Inſtance in their Favour; \and tis ver 
ſarpriſing, 'to find Men of the brighteſt In- 
telleCts, ſo weak as to argue and infer, from 
the Laws of Fallible Men, to the Laws of an 
zfallible and Holy Being: The Inference ought 
rather to be juſt the Reverſe; for ſuch Inſti- 
tations as Men, in this weak and imperfect 
State, may think convenient for their own 
Sakes, and the Good of Society, to eſtabliſh 
and ordain, can be 20 Rule to him, whoſe In- 
finite Wiſdom and Almighty Power ſet him 
far above all ſuch Neceſſity. Nor, again, does 
this Caſe come up to the Matter in Diſpute: 
It is true, that the Heir of a conviẽt Rebel 
cannot, according to our Laws, inherit his Fa- 
tber's Eſtate; but what then, does it deprive 
him of any thing that was his own before? No; 
the Law convicts the Rebel, while in Poſſe um of 
his Eſtate, which it conſiders as his own Pro- 
perty, and which therefore it juſtly takes away 
for his own Offence. Perhaps, in Caſes of He- 
reditary Poſſeſſions, it may ſeem a little hard, 
becauſe jt prevents the next Heir from inherit- 
ing; but if there be any Evil or ImperteCtion 
in this, we muſt excuſe it, for the Sake of the 
Intent, which might be for the general Good, 
the more effectually to deter Men from rea- 
122 Conſpiracies _ their Prince, where- 
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by the Happineſs of Society hath been often 


greatly diſturbed, and whole Kingdoms and 


Countries depopulated : but in this Caſe, it is 


not ſtrictly the Heir's, till he comes into Poſ- 


ſeſſion; for the Law, by which he may poſſeſs 


hereafter, may be conſidered as having in it this 


particular Exception, as to the Crime of 


Higb.-Treaſon, which, whenever it occurs as to 
the Parent, renders the Son incapable, &c. 
With regard to our Laws, we may, in ſome 
Senſe, be ſaid to make them ourſelves, by our 
Repreſentatives, whom we conſtitute for that 


End: and tis beſides very probable, that ſome 


great Men, who formerly poſſeſſed Eſtates, 
and ſettled them on the Male Heirs in their 
Families, from one Generation to another, 
might help to make this very Lay itſelf con- 
cerning Treaſon „ and conſequently they could 


not but acquieſce with: this very Exception to the 


Right of Inheritance in their Poſterity. But 
if it be ſtill ſaid to be unjuſt, though neceſſary, 
tis no Argument; for it cannot be unjuſt and 
neceſſary too: the Law, in this Caſe, ought 
rather (with Submiſſion) ſo far as it unjuſtly af- 
fects a Man's Children, to be alter'd; and if it 
robs us of the Security, which ariſes from de- 
terring the Parent, on Account af the Evils 


which ſhall afterwards befall his Child, 'tis 


eaſy to remedy this, by laying an additional 


Puniſbment on the Traitor himſelf; which, 


as Self is much neareſt to us all, might better 
prevent the Sin of Rebellion. If the preſent 


Law be juſt in itſelf, there can be no Objec- 
tion 
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tion to it; if it be unjuſt, zo Argument of any 


Weight can be drawn from it, in regard to the 


Divine Being; who is holy, wiſe and true, 


and ſo are all his mens = concerning 


the Children of Men. 


To bring this kind of Reafontng of theirs 
up to the Point, they ſhould have produced a 


Law, which ſubjected the Son (for the Father's 


Offence) to the /ame corporal Puniſhment with 
the Father, and then alſo they muſt have 

ed ſach a Law to be juft and good, But, 
as theſe Gentlemen are fo fond- of bringing 
Inſtances from the Practice of Men in this frail 
State, in Juſtification of their own Doctrine, 
J ſhall prefent them with one or two of my 
own. Murder has ſometimes been committed 
under ſuch Circumſtances, that though the 
Murderer has been arraigned, there hath been 
no room to condemn him, all Circumſtances 
having concurred, in the Eye of the Law, to 
acquit him; 10 the Almi ghty therefore atquii 
bim? Again, on the other hand, in the Caſe 
of Murder, things have ſo fallen out, as to 
make an innocent Perſon look like the Mur- 
derer, in the Eye of the Law or Court, which 


has therefore ſometimes proceeded to Death 


itfelf; is this Man therefore guilty before God? 
1 Have put theſe two Caſes, purely to ſhew 
the Abſurdity of ſuch kind of Arguments: 
and I hope they will conſider I bob it, and 
advance them n no! 1 . 
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I, there was ſuch a Covenant between Gon 
and Adam, tis ſtrange no Notice ſhould be taken 
of it in the Law given to Adam, as laid down 
in the Bible, and where, of all Places, we have 
moſt Reaſon to expect it this muſt ſurely have 
been the fitteſt: Place for its Inſertion — Nor is 
it only abſent here, for there is no poſitive Ac- 
count of any ſuch Covenant in all the O/d 
Teſtament. Beſides, when the Law was given, 
and threatening (in Caſe of Diſobedience) pro- 
nounced on Adam, twas merely perſonal — F 
the Day thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely 


die. And when Adam and Eve had broke the 


Command, and Gop deſcended to judge them 
for it, their Sentences were perſonal and par- 
ticular, and no reproaching Adam on the Ac- 
count of Evils tobe thence brought on his Poſte- 
rity, and much leſs of eternal Damnation, The 
Fews indeed, many of whom were weak 
enough to embrace any Abſurdity at all, had 
by ſome Means contracted a Notion, not alto- 
gether unlike this of original Sin, probably from 
à Miſunderſtanding of the ſecond Command- 
ment, which ſpeaks of viſiting the Iniquity of 
{the Father upon the Children, Cc. But tis 
highly worthy of our Notice, that Gop him- 
ſelf was greatly diſplegſed with their having im- 
bibed this Notion, and commanded the Prophet 
Ezehzel to refute it at large; the Subſtance of 
which I cannot avoid ſetting down, it being ſa 
full to my Purpoſe. The Prophet introduces 
it thus, Ezek, xviii. 2. What mean ye, that ye 
uſe this Proverb in Iſrael, The Fathers have 
11 eaten 
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enten four Grapes, and the Childrens Teeth are 
ſet on edge? Ver. 4. Behold all Souls are mine, 
as the Soul of the Father, fo alſo the Soul of the 
Son is mine: the Soul that finneth, it ſhall die. 
The Prophet then, from wer. 5. to 19. puts the 
fawo Caſes of a ri gbrecus Man's having a wicked 
Son, and a wicked Man's having a righteous 
Son, in order to ſhew, that neither is the one et- 
ter for his Father's Uprightneſs, nor the other 
at all worſe for his Father's Wickedneſs; but 
that all is, as it ſhould be, placed to the Ac- 
count of their own Merits or Demerits. Ver. 
20. The Soul that ſinnetb, it ſhall die: the Son 
ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the Father, neither 
Fall the Father bear the Iniquity o/ 1 the $ on; the 
Righteouſneſs of the Righteous ſhall be upon bim, 
and the Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall be upon 
bim. Ver. 23. Have IT any Pleaſure at all that 
the Wicked ſhould die? ſaith the Lord God: and 
not that be ſhould return from bis Ways and live? 
Ver. 25. Tet ye ſay, The Way of the Lord it 
unequal. Hear now, O Houſe of 1jrael, Is not 
my Way equal? are not 'your Ways unequal? 
Ver. 32. For I have no Pleaſure in the Death of 
bim that dieth, ſaith the Lord God: OI 
turn your lues and live Je. 


Wor Ds more poſitive _ this Dodrine 
cannot be laid together. Juſtice and Equity are 
here, by the Almighty himſelf, conſider d as the 
very /ame, both in Gop and Man; and the 
ſame Juſtice and Equity, which He commands 


us to make the Rule of our Actions, tis evi- 
| dent 


1351 

dent: He here makes the Rule of his ow... He 
blames them for their falſe Principles, their 
Ignorance and Bigotry, and is not a little 
offended, becauſe they thought him capable of 
acting in ſo evil and unrightæous a Man- 
ner, as that would be, of puniſbing the Child 
or the Parent's Offence; and ſtrongly and 
ſolemnly aſlures them, he will do no ſuch 
Thing! And as Juſtice and Equity would not 
bear it then, it is plain that, Gop could never 
take any ſuch cruel and diſreputable Meaſures, 
either in the Beginning, or at any time after- 
wards; becauſe, to act thus at the Creation of 
Man, and diſdain the Imputation with Indig- 
nation afterwards, argues a ſtrange Inconſiſt- 
ency in the Conduct of Gop towards Men; ; 
but the Truth is, the ſame Reaſons which 
made him abhor the Imputation afterwards, 
could not but infallibly prevent his making 
ny ſuch unrighteous Covenant in the Begin- 
What would you think of a Man, who 

he Villain to-day, and boaſts much of his 
great Honeſty to-morrow ? The Appearance 
of. Chriſt in the Fleſh was, we are told by 
theſe Gentlemen, on Account of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, without which it would have 
been, they ſay, wholly ſuperfluous, But the 
Ex xpedienc or End of Chriſt's coming, may 
be reſolved into the Love of Gop, on the one 
band; pitying the Ignorance and Folly of 
Mankind, on the other: and whether this — 
Was the Effect of Adam's Sin, or of their ou 


Km Demerits, it makes uo Difference in this 
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Caſe. Whoever looks carefully into the Evan- 
geliſts, will find abundant Reaſon to diſapprove 
and condemn this Doctrine of Original Sin, and 
of Chriſt's coming into the World on har 
Account only. Our Saviour, had this been the 
Caſe, would either have plainly expreſs'd, or 
have given ſome ſtrong Intimations concerning 
it: Yet no ſuch thing appears; but the con- 
trary, to a Demonſtration, from no leſs than two 
Paſſages of Scripture, recorded by St. Mark, 
(ix. 36.) When the Diſciples had been private- 
ly contending for Preheminence above each 
other, our Saviour, to rebuke thisaſpiring Spirit, 
ſets before them, as a Pattern of Simplicity 
and Innocence, a little Child ; which muſt 
have been very abſurd, according to the Notion 
of Original Sin: The ſecond is Mark x. ver. 
13. 14. 15. 16. where Chri/t aſſures his Diſ- 
ciples, that, in order to enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, they muſt become as little Children, 
And in St. Mathew (xviii. ver. 3.) this very 
thing is, if poſſible, more Strongly and Empha- 
tically expreſs'd. Which Declarations, had there 
been ſuch a Thing as the Guilt of Original 
Sin, ſubjecting Children to Gop's Wrath and Diſ- 
pleaſure, would have been ungrounded, and 
erroneous in a high Degree; for if they were 
to become like ſuch a little Child, as a neceſ- 
ſary and fit Condition for Heaven, the Con- 
dition of Infants nut al/o be ſuitable to that 
Bleſſed Place — Sufer little Children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is 
the Kingdom of Heaven, The Word Soc, is 
＋ a general 
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a general Term, equally applicable to all 


Infants whatever: it ſhews their Innocence, 
and how acceptable they are to the Almighty; 
and, conſequently, demonſtrates the Doctrine 
of Original Sin to be Spurious and Erroneous : 
as is alſo the Practice of Infant Baptiſm, in 
Support of which, this very Text is wiſely 

alledged ; whereas the Text itlelf aſſures us, that 
Children are already, by Nature, in that ſame 
State of Innocence, which Baptijm 1 is deſign d 
to procure them: and how vain the Ceremony, 
under ſuch a Circumſtance, mult be, is #90 evi- 
dent to need Explaining, 

Bu r ſuppoſe there was ſuch a Covenant, our 
Condition, in point of Innocence, is juſt the 
ſame as it would be without it ; we could have 


no manner of Concern with Adam's Tranſ- 
greſſion: and our Innocence in either Caſe 


being exactly the ſame, Gop cannot but look 
upon us (in our natural State, before we com- 


mit Sin) as Creatures that never did any thing 


to offend him, and conſequently be gracious - 


and kind to us; for to leave us in this State, 
to ſuffer everlaſting Torment, is worſe than a 


Breach of Promiſe made to the Elect; and if 


we are as innocent, as tho' no ſuch Cavenant 
had ever been made, Gop cannot but regard 
us accordingly: and this proves that fach a 
Covenant could never be made, becaule to no 
good of valuable End, 


I am fearful of ſwelling this Pamphlet, 
beyond! its intended Bounds; yet ſo faſt do my 


F 2 | Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, on this Subject, multiply and en- 
large themſelves, that T muſt beg Leave to ſay 
a {mall Matter, concerning that Propen/ity to 
Evil, which we are told is derived from A. 
dam, as a Fruit and Proof of his firſt and ori- 
ginal Offence. If Adam's Sin had this Influence 
on his Poſterity; as the Act, which produced 
it, was one and the ſame; and all his Poſterity 
ſtanding in the ſame Relation to him, as their 
Federal Head; tis evident, in this View of the 
Matter, that is Bias to Evil, muſt in all be 
uniform and alike: but the contrary ſeems 
demonſtrable, from undoubted and inconteſt- 
able Experience; ſome Children having much 
ſtronger Propenſities to Evil, than others: And 
if Part of this can be reſolved into ſomething 
beſides the Þ:fluence of Adam's firſt Tranſgreſſion, 
and /ub/equent to the Fall; it lies (I think) on 
our Adverſaries to ſhew clearly, why every 
Propenſity to Sin, may not likewiſe be re- 
ſolved into ſomething beſides, and /ub/equent 
to, this original Tranſzreſſion. But allowing we 
are born into the World, with this Propenſity 
to Evil, and that we derive it from Adam's Sin; 
yet if Gop be merciful, he could never leave 
us in this deplorable Condition ; nor would his 
Vnpartiality admit of redeeming the one Part of 
Mankind in a mere arbitrary Manner, and leave- 
ing the other to periſh. Nor can much Righte- 
ouſneſs be expected from the Juſtice of that 
Being, whoſe Mercy can be an idle and uncon- 
_ Eerned Spectator, in fo very moving, piteous, 
ard miſerable a Circumſtance. As to Adam's Po- 
ferity, where is the Difference to them, * 
elr 
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their preſent weak and deſpoiled Condition (as 


theſe Men deem it) be the immediate Work of 


Creation itſelf, or the Effect of Adam's Sin, 
and Abuſe of his intellectual Powers. We are 
what we are by Neceſſity, ſtrict Neceſſity : and 
though it may be called moral Neceſſity, in 
order to palliate and diſtinguiſh it from that 
which is natural; it operates on us, to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes, equally the ſame; and the 
giving it a milder Name, looks like a ſophiſtical 
Artifice. If Man's Nature be impaired by the 
Act of another, Gop, as a uſt and good Being, 
will either abate of the Rigour of his original 
Law, or repleniſh and reſtore our decayed 


Powers. 


Tu E ſame Goodneſs (if theſe Gentlemen will 
allow it was Goodneſs) which prompted the 
Almighty to make Man ſuch an excellent and 
bleſſed Creature in the Beginning, muſt alſo 

revail with him, to look even on Adam him- 
ſelf with an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion, after 
he had ſinned; and much more muſt he be 


inclined to provide for the Reftoration of his 


Off-ſpring, who themſelves had not aFually 
finned, but yet had their Natures impaired by 
the Full. Beſides, if Man was firſt enſlaved by 
the Devil, not of Force, but by Fraud and 
Teniptation; and JE sus CHRIST be a kind of 
_ Chieftain, ſet up againſt Antichriſt ; his Me- 
thod of Recovery muſt be as extenſive as the 
Full- Why does he fave ſome? but as they 


are Objects of Mercy, and to recover, with a 
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juſt Indignation, Souls, originally Gop's own, 
out of the Hand of an Uſurper, Tyrant, and 
Deſtroyer. How can theſe Reaſons operate as 
to a Part, and have no Influence as to the Re- 
mainder? The more I reflect upon the Doc- 
trine, and view it in every light, the more 
terrifying and deformed it appears: and there 
is no Argument, ſhort: of God's Sovereignty, 
that will relieve the Difficulty ;which admitted, 
= bring on and multiply ten thouſand greater 
Evals, | | 


Re 3 


IT may here be proper to take notice of 
a new Argument, urged in its full Strength, and. 
with all the Advantage of Rhetorick and. 
Eloquence, by the moſt ingenious Dr. 1 c 
, in a Book intituled, The Ruin and 
| Recovery: of Mankind; &c. We are there told, 
that- this Govenant ſeems to have been, evident- 
ly, calculated for the beſt; becauſe Adam, in 
that State of Underſtanding and Innocence, 
was more likely to ſtand, and maintain his 
Innocence, than any of his Poſterity, eſpecially. 
when he conſider d himſelf as acting for al 
his Poſterity; with which the Doctor ſuppoſes 
him to have been fully and ſtrongly appriſed; 
as:1ndeed he ought, had the Caſe. been as the 
Doctor believes. This Argument I take him to 
have: miſtaken both ways, v/z. by extolling 
Adam's Condition, on the one hand, beyond 
| what inreality it ever was, and ſetting that of 
his Poſterity much lower than it really is: and. 
theſe Errors are productive of many others. 
1. 88 5 Alm 
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to act for himſelf, and can be accountable for 


[ 4r ] 
Adam is ſuppoſed to have been without any 
Pain, or Uneaſineſs, and that he would fo 
Have remained, during his Innocence: But 
if, after CHRIST has removed the Curſe, 


and taken away the Sin of his own Choſen 


Children, bodily Pains and outward Afflictions 
are ſometimes their Lot, why might not Man, 
in his original State of Innocence, be ſubject, 
in ſome Degree, to Pain and Diſeaſe? if Cre- 
ation were inconſiſtent with ſuch a mixt 
Diſpenſation of Good and Evil, why not Re- 
demption? If Gop, for the Exerciſe of Man's 
Fidelity, placed him where he was expoſed 
to the Evil and Danger of Temptation ; why 
not ſuffer his Patience to be exerciſed, at ſome 
Seaſons, 'by Pain and Inquietude? To return 
to this Covenant, could it be proved to have 
been as the Doctor imagines, I ſee not what 
could be gained by it: becauſe it would be tri- 
fling to a conſiderable Degree. And all the Argu- 
ments, uſed by Milton, in his third Book of 
Paradiſe Loft, to ſhew the Abſurdity of that 


Doctrine, which conſiders Adam as acting, or 
rather as being ated, by Neceſſity, in that Situ- 


ation of Paradiſe, would be equally applicable 
to all the Ele&, under the abſolute Slayery 
of the Fall. 4, eq 


WHERE is the Uſe of Reaſon, or Moral 
Agency, in Man, if another be ſubſtituted to 


act in his Stead, and not he himſelf? Man, 
being madea free and moral Agent, has Power 


no 
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no body s Crimes but his own. The Con/cioufrizſs 
of being a Sinner, belongs only to him, that 
actually ſinneth, or omitteth his Duty. En- 
thuſiaſm indeed, which, in its higheſt Stages, 
is a kind of ſpiritual Madneſs, may have on 
ſome Minds a quite different Effect; and the 
Poor Soul, that is ſubject to this gloomy and 
tyrannical Principle, may conceit ſtrange things; 
it may at one Time imagine itſelf under the 
Guilt of Adam's Sin, which it never committed; 

and fancy itſelf a Saint in Jrsus CuRIST 
(and what not) at another : it isa mad Principle, 
fruitful of falſe Doctrines, Chimeras, and 
Monſters. It matters not whether (as in the 
Caſe of Natural Madneſs) the Reaſon be loſt, 

or whether (as in that of Enthuſi Gaſin) it be 
over-power'd, and brought into ſubjection to 
Falſe Principles. The Effect is the ſame; 
and between Powers that are ſuffered to lie 
dormant, and no Powers at all, there is here 
no material Diſtinction to be made. Again, 

this Notion of Adam's being more likely to 
ſtand than his Poſterity, is a mere Fallacy: it 
ſuppoſes a Difference of State, and Rectitude of 
Mind, between him and us; which, if true, 

will likewiſe ſuppoſe, that our State being 
more weak and defenceleſs than his, the Taſk 
or Duty, aſſigned us, muſt be proportionate to 
our different and inferior Abilities. If An 
-was put into this State, as The Rum and Reco- 
very ſeems to ſuppoſe, from a Motive of Love 
in Gon, to his Creatures, in order to prevent the 


Miſery. ol the Human Race; ; the ſame Love 


cannot | 
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cannot fail to commiſerate the Caſe, and to pro- 
vide an effectual Remedy for all ſuch as are in- 


cluded in the Covenant. Adam's Motive to Obe 


dience muſt (we are told) have been greatly 
ſtrengthened by this Conſideration, That on Him 


depended the Happineſs, not of himſelf only, but 


of all his Poſterity. But, I believe, Experience 


will tell us, that if the Conſideration of a Man's 


own Future State, placed in the ftrongeſt 
Light (as this Book ſuppoſes before Adam) be 


not ſufficient to move to Obedience, a Regard. 
to others will ſeldom have any conſiderable; 
Influence: Such a Covenant enter'd into, or 


rather arbitrarily impoſed on Adam by his 
Maker, could not fail to awaken, in fo holy 


and. knowing a Creature, ſome very uneaſy 


and diſquieting Suſpicions. This Covenant, and 
Partial Election thence following after the 


Fall, will, if rightly conſidered, appear very 


iniquitous and oppreſſive: becauſe it makes no 
proper Difference between the Righteous and 


the Wicked. If Adam had been conſidered as 


a private Perſon only; and all his Pofterity 


left to ſtand or fall, by their own Merits or 


Demerits; ſome of thoſe, whom this Doctrine 
adjudges to everlaſting Condemnation, would 
doubtleſs have been ſo 0 and happy, as to 


have pleaſed Gop in their Generation; while 


others, on the contrary, would have finned, 
and tranſgreſſed his Laws. The State of the 
latter is, you ſee, the ſame as it would have 
been, upon the vulgar Notion of Adam's Sin; 


or rather the Guilt of it being, in virtue of this 


Covenant, imputed to them: The other and 
| G . _., 
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better Part, in virtue of this Doctrine, ate 
miſerable, and muſt therefore have abun- 
dant and bitter Cauſe of Complaint againſt the 
Doctrine itſelf. I therefore think it was im- 
poſſible, ſucha Covenant ſhould ever be propoſed 
to Adam; a Covenant which, if ratified, tended 
only to make thoſe wretched and miſerable, 
who without it, had they been left to ſhift 
for themſelves, "would have uſed their Liberty 
and Rational Powers aright, and have pleaſed 
and obtained Gop's Favour thereby. To talk . 
of its being of general Service, can never be of 
ſufficient Authority to filence this Argument. 
No private Injuries can be excuſed to innocent 
Suferers (and much leſs that of eternal Tor- 
ment) on the Score of general Good; what is it 
to them, whether rey only, or all Mankind 
ſuffer. If Adam had ' ſtood, theſe very Men, 
(who would, had they been left to their Li- 
berty, have proved obedient). would have been 
in no wiſe bettered; as he failed, Miſery 
came on thoſe who would "otherwiſe have 
been happy. As to thoſe who would, in the 
Courſe of their Liberty, have fi nned; this 
Covenant, had Adam ſtood, would ('tis true) 
have ſaved them from the Sentence of Con- 
demnation. Take it again the other way; Adam's 
Fall could make no Alteration in the State of 
thoſe who, without it, would have been Sinners; 
ſuch as would have proved virtuous and happy, 
are hereby made miſerable. T heſe are, or muſt 
have been the Conſequences of ſuch a Cove- 
nant ; ſtrictly obſerved ; and the Wiſdom and 
Equity 


[45] 
Equity of all Covenants muſt be a8 of, 
by comparing the good and evil Conſequen- 
ces, neceſſarily reſulting from them. All the 


Good ſuch'a Covenant could poſſibly pretend 


to, had it been kept, was, the faving from 
Wrath ſuch as, without 'it, would, as free 


_ Beings, have finned; and if for their Sakes, 


and to prevent the Evil that might otherwiſe 


befall them, ſuch a Covenant was worthy of 
Gop to make with Man, a Day of Grace and 
Salvation, extended for their Recovery, after 


they might have tranſgreſſed, would have 


been equally worthy of Gop; and we need 
not recur to ſuch Fictions and Chimeras. One 
would think it incumbent on all Legiſlators, 
to conſider well the Conſequences of every 
Law they enact; for the preferringa Law, whoſe 
Conſequences can at beſt be of no Service, and 
will probably in the main Event of Things 
be more evil and pernicious than otherwiſe, 
would be preferring Evil to Good; in as 
great Proportion as the Evil might exceed the 


Good: and how ſuch a Conſtitution could be 


better for Mankind, I do not underſtand. I am 
ſorry any body, eſpecially the Author of The 


Ruin and Recovery, ſhould inbibe and defend 


ſuch erroneous Opinions, and this too, in Oppo- 
ſition to other and nobler Sentiments of his 
own, elſewhere delivered. 


Bur, thus it is to be enſlaved to the mere 
Letter of the Bible, under a Notion of doing 


it uſt Honour, when, on the contrary, tis 
G 2 the 
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- the ready way to diſbonour and leſſen its Autho- 
Tux Pains which Infants ſuffer, and the 
many Miſeries to which they are expoſed, are, 
- by. this Gentleman, conſider'd as fo many 
Arguments of the -Guilt of Original Sin. He 
thinks that, without ſuch a Suppoſition, the 
Jui of Gop cannot be vindicated. [I wiſh 
he would ſtick. true to that Argument.] We 

. -muſt, he thinks, ſuppoſe one of theſe two 
Things: either, That Gop puniſhes them wwith- 
out all Cauſe or Reaſon, or, That they are under 
- the Curſe and Condemnation of Adam's Sin: and 

- the latter is, in his Opinion, the beſt Sentiment. 
But I am of a contrary Opinion, and that in 

: - either Cale, the Þjuftice is the fame. He allows 
it in the one Caſe; and I hope it is proved in the 
other; and really the Picture ares: this Gentle- 
man bas drawn of our young Innocents, is very 
dreadful and terrifying. If all the Evils that 
befall them i in this Life, and Eternal Damnation 

_ afterwards, be no more than a ut Puniſh- 
ment for their Sins, our Saviour muſt ſurely 
have been greatly out, in the Encomiums he 

© beſtows on their, Innocence, as I obſerved before; 
or, the Kingdom of Heaven, inſtead of being 
defign'd for pane holy Souls, may be a Re- 
\rpmagle, for the worſt of human Race. 


* 


RR Brute Creation ack Pain and 
Affliction; is Adam's Sin, therefore, imputed to 
them? i not, and they ſometimes ſuffer by 
| Pain 


[47] 

Pain and Abuſe, why may not Infants do the 
ſame? The Miſeries of the human Race, 
reckon'd up and aggravated thro' ſo many ele- 
borate Pages, cannot all of them be ſuppoſed 
to belong to the Original Conſtitution of 
Things, but might be partly owing to the 
Effect of Time and Accident, as well as to the 
Folly and Wickedneſs of particular Perſons 
and Nations. This Objection, drawn from 
the Sufferings of Brute Animals, the Doctor 
endeavours to anſwer: I wonder Adam is not 
conſidered (for the fake of putting an End 


to the Difficulty) as their Federal Head. He 


thinks, however, that Brutes muſt be ſome way 
or other included in the Curſe; and may be 
puniſhed, as Man's Property: But has Man, 
becauſe they are his Property, a Right to 
grieve and afflict them? They were beſtowed 
as a Bleſſing, for reaſonable Service and De- 
light, not for cruel Treatment and Abuſe, 
The Doctor's Rule of Faith will tell him, A 
merciful Man will be merciful to bis Beaſt. If 
their being Man's Property will not juſtify 
him in abuſing or cruelly handling them; it can 
be no Reaſon or Argument, why another 
ſhould do it, even the Almighty himſelf. 
Conſider Beaſts, then, as Gop's own Property; 
will that render it a whit more equitable? No: 
This the Doctor himſelf, in the Caſe of Infants, 
allows would be cruel, and contrary to the 
Divine Juſtice and Goodneſs: and the Argu- 
ment is the fame as to Brutes. But the Doctor, 


ſenſible of the Weakneſs of this 9 
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"has recourſe to'another, which T believe will 
always be' admired as a ſtanding Mark of ex- 
-traordinary Invention, to get rid of 3 
and iperplexing Queſtions, Brutes may, it 
ſeems, contrary to common Experience, * 
Senſations 1% Quick and Painful than ours. 
wonder he allows them any Senſation at all; 
"nay, "tis doubtful if he does allow it, Noiſe, 
-or Crying out, in-them, is, it ſeems, no Mark 
Pain, 'beoauſe ſome Brutes, under the fame 
:Circumftance, remain quiet ad ſtill. But will 
the Doctor ſay, they have therefore no pain- 
ful Senſations? Are there no Marks of Pain 
beſides thoſe of crying aloud? Did the Doctor 
never 'know a Man ſometimes bear a pretty 
Heal of Pain without crying ont at all; and give 
many external Tokens of Pain, at another Time? 
Did he never perceive a gauPd Horſe wince, 
upon the moſt gentle Approach of the Hand; 
-and diſcover Signs of the greateſt Fear, and 
moſt exquiſite Pains? Do not ſome Brutes take 
as much Pains to avoid the Diſcipline of the 
Whip, as tho' their Senſations were the ſame 
as ours? I am aſhamed to waſte Time upon 
ſuch a Subject; tho I hope to be pardoned for 
following ſo great a Man in his own Method 
of arguing. He perhaps may continue of the 
fame Mind, and there may be no Hopes of 
Convincement, till Brutes are taught to ſpeak, 
By this new Wa y of Reaſoning, the Ground we 
tread upon, and every Thing around us, hi- 
_ therto thought Inanimate, may be full of 


Cogitation. If affording the common Marks 
of 
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of Senſation, be no Proof, that Brates have it 


in a common Degree, Wanting the common 
Marks of Intelligence, can be no Proof that a 
Stock or a Stone has it not. If I miſtake not, 
Dean Berkley: has furniſhed the World with 
ſomething equally inſtructive and philoſophical, 
in relation to the Exiſtence of Matter; which, 
he endeavours to prove not to be a real, but 
an ideal and imaginary Being. I ſhall leave others 
to gueſs, in what Condition thoſe muſt be, 
who think and reaſon after this extraordinary 
Manner. But the Doctor has yet another 
Argument in reſerve, to vindicate Gop's 
Juſtice— Jh Brutes ſuffer, yet they may it ſeems 
have upon the whole more Pleaſure than Pain. But 
do not ſome Brutes partake very deeply of the 
former, in this Life; will the Doctor therefore 
ſuppoſe a Future State for them, by way of Com 
penſation? But this Argument ruins the whole 
Affair, and may be turned againſt the Doctor 
himſelf, in the Caſe of Infants, who may be 
made ample Amends in a fature State, for the 
Evils ſuſtained here, which Evils may have 
other Cauſes beſides Original Sin; for here 
again, as in the Caſe of a Propenſity to Evil, 
Pain in Infants, if inflicted becauſe of Adams 
Sin, muſt in all be uniform and alike. But 
the Fact being quite otherwiſe, ſome of this 
Pain and Evil muſt be reſolved intoother Cauſes; 


and if ſome, why not all? I grant indeed, that 


Adam himſelf might have. fo far corrupted. 


his Nature, as to render him more liable to 
Pain, than in a State of true Innocence he 
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might have been, and that therefore he might 
be inſtrumental to propagate the Seeds of 
ſeveral Diſeaſes, to his Poſterity : But had he 
never done this, his Succeſſors might have 
done it; and every Age has, perhaps, by In- 
temperance and Laſciviouſneſs, been adding to 
the common Stock of human Diſeaſes and 
Calamities: Propenſities to Vice might alſo 
be propagated in the ſame Way, and that, 
and nothing beſides, can (I think) account fo 
well for their great and infinite Variety. The 
Doctor, with the reſt of his Brethren, are per- 
petually urging thoſe - common-place Argu- 
ments, drawn from the Practice of Men; 
which in the general J have anſwer d already: 
and, had I proper Leiſure, it would be no 
difficult Matter to give a clear and diſtinct 
Anſwer to every one of them: And theſe 
very Gentlemen would, on other Occaſions, 
had they no favourite Point to carry, reject 
ſuch Reaſoning with all the Contempt, and 
Indignation, it deſerves. It is with fome Re- 
luctance, I find myſelf obliged to diſapprove 
the Sentiments of ſuch wiſe and worthy Grey 
Hairs, to whom the World hath been long 
and deeply indebted for his many excellent Ser- 
vices, both from the Pen and the Pulpit. I have 
read over Mr. 7— 5s Book, in Anſwer to 
Taylor's Free and Candid Examination; and 
tho' I have no perſonal Knowledge of that 
ingenious Gentleman, yet I hope he will per- 
mit me to fay, Tis pity, great pity, that 
fine Talents (pardon the Expreſſion) ſhould be 
_— 
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proſtituted in the Defence of ſuch an unhaly 
and incongruous Syſtem of Religion: Superior 
Degrees of Learning and Knowledge are, in 
theinſelves; moſt excellent — s, andeminent- 
ly ſerviceable, when rightly applied to the Ho- 
nur and Defence of Truth; But, like a two 
edged Sword, .they-cut both Ways, and are 
allo too frequemtly Wanne in * Hane 


tion of Error. 


| Wo 118.1 3 00 Fri: a 
| ing, its juſt Tribute of Praiſe, Truth requires, 
that I fhould be free to detect thoſe little Arts, 
fo often practiſed to deceive the Unwary, and 
miſguide Mankind. As Lam fully pertuaded, 
the Generality of thoſe Writers, who ſtick. by 
this Covenant, and endeavbur to. vindicate the 
Honour, Juſtice, and Goodneſs of Gon there- 
in, do it any for Decency ſake, and to put (as 
I obſerved, Page 19) 4 more plaufiole Outſide 
on therr Bim; 1 | think it incumbent on 
me to detect this equi vocal Way of Writing, and 
ſhew, that while the Doctor is endeavouring 


to perſuade. you he does nt believe theſe Doc+ 


tt ines in their moſt har/b and fevere Senſe, there 


is Reaſon to ſuſpect: he does notwithſtand- 


ing, ſecreriy and ſtrongly, believe them in that 
very denſe: nay, he ſeems to reſolve them very 
artfully' into the Sovereigniy and Muze/ty of God, 
Any Man, who reads the Book, may perceive, 
Jon greatly the Doctor is put to it for Argu- 
ments, to anſwer Objections; and be himſelf 
knows it to be impoſſible to make any tolerable 
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or reaſonable Defence, of ſuch unreaſonable 
and unaccountable Doctrinesa and therefore, 
leſt his oon People ſhould, from ſome Expreſ- 
ſions, - which,” at firſt fight,” might look as 
thoug h he was arguing merely upon a Princi- 
an of moral Fitneſs, ſuſpect his Sincerity, he 
has (Second Edition, Page 274): given mi 
Intimations of his Faith, as follows: 


4 The Doctrine of Reprobation, in the mitt 
* Jovere and abſolute Senſe of it, ſtands in ſuch 

A direct Contradiction to all our Notions 
« of Kindneſs and Love to others, in which 
* the bleſſed God is ſet forth as our Example, 
te athat our Reaſon cannot tell how to receive 
eit; yet if it were never ſo true, and never 
850 0 plainly revealed in Scripture, it would 
© only be a Doctrine which would require 
c Our humble Aſſent, and ſilent Submiſſion 
ce toit; with awtul-Reverence of the Ma- 
5 re and - a8 et of the y_ Gop, SC. 


vers: proves, I chink clearked on what Avi: 
oakley the Doctor himſelf believes theſe. Doc. 
tines; and whoever knows, how coimnion it is 
for Men of this Faith, to make a ſpecious Shew 
of reaſoning with others on a Principle of moral 
Fitneſs, and among themſelves, without Scruple, 
reſolving all into mere Sover eiguty, will not 
think I have been too forward or ſcvere in my 
Obfervation. I Humbiy prefume, what 1 have 
offerid againſt this: Notion of God's Spucreignty, 
is a plain Confutation of the Doctor; and 1 
W 2 here, 


191 


here, with all due Submiſſion, invite him, or 


any of his Brethren, to defend rde Doctrine Fs 
and this Quotation, againſt me. If they do really 


reſalve theſe: Doctrines into God's Sovereignty, 


let them ſpeak it out plainly; if they do not 


believe them in this Senſe, let them ſpeak that 


out: plainly. too; that we may clearly under- 
ſtand, in what dry i Iv oye do believe 


= iT HE Dodtor ie whe great deal i Pains 
to make the World believe, that CRI. died 
for all Men, when it does not appear, that he 
himſelf believes any ſuch thing. Hear him, 
he ui 89, © And methinks, when I take my 
*f;quſteſt Survey! of this lower WW orld, with 


2 all the Inhabitants! of it, I. can look upon 


tet no otherwiſe, than as a huge and magnifi- 


<,.cent' Structure in Ruins, and turned intd 
Dan Priſon, and à Lazar-houſe, or Hoſpital ; 

<.ivherein lie Millions of Criminals, and Re- 
79 bels againſt their, Creator, under Con- 
te demnation to Miſery and Death, who are 
eat the ſame time ſick of a mortal Bittemper, 
«-and diſorder'd in their Minds, even to 
Piſtraction: Hence proceed thoſe infinite 
« Follies, which are continually practiſed here; 


ct and the righteous Anger 25 an offended 


7 Gon ũs vifible in ten thouſand Inſtances: yet 


<<; there: are: Proclamations of Divine Grace 


Health, and Life, ſounding amongſt them; 


<*. either with a louder Voice, or in gentler + 


155 ene though very few of them * 
H 2 * any 
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an Notice thereof: ': But out of this great 


<5, Prifof; this Infirmary, there is here and 
a: there one: whats called powerfully, by Di- 
<\vine- Grace, and attends tt the Ode of 
85 Reconciliation, and complies with the Pro- 
*:podals. of Peace; his Sins are pardoned be 
© i5- healed of his worſt Diſtemper; and tho! 
His Body cis. appointed to go down to the 
« Duſt, for a Seaſon, yet his Soul is taken up. 
« wards to a Region of Rleſſedneſs; while 
tlie Bulk of theſe miſerable: and guilty In- 
{'habitants, prriſh in theit h] m wilful Mads 
| neſs, and by the . de eee of: Divine 
' þ es ane A 4110 e 731 1&1 


N 2 2 
* * 7 7 119 1 257 4% 2 
1 


2 1 have hitherto dubiose Reiter with 
title-Quotation} apd it being no ſo ntceſſary 
ta:let us into the true true Spirit Of the Doctor's 
Belicf, notwithſtanding any ſeeming Appear- 


ancę to the contrary, E hope to be pardoned: 


You perceibe here) that AD are called; but 
the greuteſt Pant, in fuck a weak and imper- 
fect Manner;-that:it is out bf ir Power. to 
embrace the: Call, and ſo they periſty as un- 
avoidably abdi fix, as though no ſuch Call 
Were” 6 Diſtinction; which is 


here made between moral and natural Necef- 1 


fity e the Doctor thinks fufficient to filence 


all Obhectiens Fuge 28 f. Tihüve bndeavour d 


to ſhewy the Contrary, and I hope with better 


Succeſs! Again what the Doctor obſet ves, 


Page: 245, is worthy of Notice; Thoug h 
6 there müft be _ good . lich 


= N cc Chriſt 


[ 55 ] 
&; Chriſt: may be [ſaid-ito//die for all Men, 
« becaplethe Scripture. uſes this Langu aguage; 
et it does not follow, that the Doctrin 
« « EAaiperka Redemption: is found there: 1 
<'cannot- find that. Scripture once aſſerts that 
* e WY Men, or * fed * re- 
fe en reed all. | 
WIL TELE 
e is, 1 1 canis a a | Cotradice 
tion, and the Doctor, . it ſeems, believes it, 
only betauſe the Scripture, as he thinks, re- 
veals it. Where is, the Difference between 
dying to ſave all Men, and, dying 10 rrdtem all 
Men? And yet Jeſus Chriſt, it ſeerns, did jo 
one, but not the othet. According t 
him (the Doctor) the Scripture aſſures u 
chat is, the Word of Gon laſſures us —— 
that Chriſ did, and tligt he did nor DIE to 
redeem all Mankind; which is a flat .Contra« 
diction. In what good Senſe, I fhould be 
glad ta know, could Cbriſt 2 1 ais for 
4 when Go Y, peremp- 
avg yr pro Las 7 to reſtores 
the greateſt Part? If this be to die: for all 
Men it is certainly not in good; but in a 
1 bad Senſe. But, perhaps, the Docfor 
cans, bat Man, oonſaer d in bis, primitsve 
Refitude, bai 'Power: /fufffcient 10 aley the 
Goſpeh as 27 ed ts Sinners, and that. Adan's 
Foſteriuy, conſiderd as fallen in bim, ars undur 
the and ve ND bats cop. the Law; as Adam 
But of this I have already taken due 
Notie and therefore I nced * put ihe Doctor 


in 
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( 56 ] 
in mind of a few Words of his, drop d Page 
340, in his Confideration of the State of dyin 5 
Hiants. ' He thinks, „it would be by n 
Means agreeable, to have them . 


to a wretched Reſurrection and eternal Mi- 


£6 2 only becauſe they were born of Adam, 


e the original Tranſgreſſor. . This: isa ra- 


tional Sentiment, and I wiſh 1 it were well im- 


proved; for it is better to ſuppoſe them. enter- 
ing ona new State of Trial, or downright Auni- 
byation:to'be their Portion: But what Havock 


does this Conceſſion make with the Doctor's 

other Doctrines, of Chri/i's. ching fer all Men in 
4. good Senſe, of cotſidering us in point of Obli- 
gation: to keep) the Law inviolable, the. ſame as 


Adam aud before his Fall; of Gop'seéither grants 
ing amn ds to enable us to do this,” or '8u,Gn a 


are to0-weak \and inſufficient to enable ws Ebereto! 


We ate, hie allows; under u motul Incapacity. 
20 Lerp the Law, hut not a naturul Incapacity, 


and therefore Gop may juſtly exact aur Obe- 
dience But pray — bach a mara and 
natura Ability be: requiſite | to \ keep Gop's 


Tas, what ſignifies Which of theſe is wants 


ing, when we may tas Well be Without hoth, 
as without eithen. It ſignifies little, what 


Epithets we beſtaw on the Word Necefity. 


Wherever it prevails; and. Whether it be toral 
onm,ꝭral, if it is nat:/elf-rauſed, hut comes 
am Man, ęitlier by the inunediate Decree of 
Heaven, or by the Act of anotbet; Dit: is Ne 
cefftty;; ble! Nevefty, and no Diſtinction 


ea palliate it. 440 we 51 : 541151 Ty 
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5 ALLOW "deed when Man is 8 0 
apright; and furniſhed with ſufficient Under- 
ſtanding and Ability to pleaſe the Almighty ; ; 
and yet, abuſing his Liberty, hecomes at length 
ſo. enſlaved to his Paſſions and Appetites, as 
to fall into this oral Debility, the Law of 
God is ſtill his Duty to obſerve: On the other 
hand; allowing Mankind to have loſt their mo- 
ral Ability to practiſe Virtue in the Fall of 
Adam, and that Gop, taking Pity upon Man, 
grants him ſufficient Light, to diſcern his 
State, and ſufficient Power, to obtain Redemp- 
tion from it, this Man is alſo under the ſame 
Obligation to keep the Law of Go, as though 
his moral Powers had never ſuſtained any 
Decay or Los in Adam; and I dare affirm, 
that in no other Senſe, can Man be account- 
able for the Pravity of his Will. And let 
the Doctor obſerve this, —If it would be un- 
ſuitable to the Mercy of Gop, in the. Caſe 
of Infants not committing actual Sin, to pu- 
niſh' them eternally, only becauſe they were 
born of this firſt Tranſgreſſor, would it not be 


equally unkind, to leave ſuch as arrive at ma- 


ture Age, under the Power of thoſe reftleſs 


and irreþfable Propenſities to Evil, derived 
from Adam, and to puniſh them eternally, 
only. becauſe theſe Propenfities, derived in vir- 
tue of being born of the firſt Tranſgreſſor, con- 
ſtantly, and in fþrte. of any thing we are able, 
conſidered in a moral and natural Senſe, to do 
to the nnr. produce Vice and Vnmeralcty 2 
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All evil Actions, conſequent upon this Propen- 
fry, are, in fact, as necell. lar y and unavoidable to 


ud; as the Propenſity Itfelf, ' Where then, in 


polat f Innocence, eary tlie Difference be, 
beteveen having Imputed Guilt: and this Pro- 
penſity, in Tims of Infaticy; ant Ming long 
enough in this World, to feel, and ihdeb to 
others, its arbitrary Effects, in producing Viee 
and Iripiety whether” we will or ho?“ and 
where then is the Reaſon, for ſuch very dif- 
ferent Treatment of Infants and adult Perſons? 
F muſt obferve one Thing — The Doctor and 
his Brethren, as they make the Work: of Sal- 
vation, a very ealy and agreeable Thing to 
the Elect, on the one hand; Yo they aſſign the 

Sinner a very bard Toft, on the other: 


He that offends in one Point is, they fay, guilty 


of breaking the whole. Low. Here is Is a plain 
Þy/tance of taking Scripture in a literal Senſe, 
when it can by no Means be ſo underſtood. 
According to this, a Man, that only ſfealt, may 
be {aid to commit Murder, and be punrſhed as 

a Murderer as well as a Thief; og: ak we 
khow he has not committed i it. 


x * 
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9 — and 17+ — fall into forms Bull wil 
GD therefore conſider and puniſh us as thoſe 
who live in the daily Breach and Contempt of all 
his Laws? Not For; on the contrary, Gop ever 


waits to be gracious to all ſuch, as through 


Inzdvertence lall into Sin; and are willing to 


forſake 
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forſake it. The View and Intent of our A- 
poſtle, in theſe Words, ſeems to be of very 
eaſy and plain Signification : There was in thoſe 
early Times, as appears from our Saviour's 
frequently reproving the Hypocriſy of that 
Generation, a Sort of People, who appeared 
zealons in the Externals of Religion, while 
at the ſame Time they neglected Things of far 
greater Moment : Woe unto you Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, ye pay Tithe of Mint and Cummin; and 
have omitted the weightier Matters of the Las: 
Mat. xxiu, ver. 23. They daringly violated 
Gop's Laws in ſome of the moſt material and 
important Inſtances, and complied with others 


in a mere formal oſtentatious Way; and were 


therefore guilty, in the Divine View, of the 
Breach of the whole Law; for mere Obedience 
upon improper Motives to a Part of the Law, 
while at the ſame Time they allow'd themſelves 


in the Enoten and deliberate Violation of more 


weighty Commands, was no true or proper 
Obedience at all: and, in this Senſe, the Ye 
Sacrifices of the Law, though commanded by 
the higheſt Authority, were always eſteemed 
an Abomination ; and the Chriſtian Religion 
as well as the Law, is certainly liable to A- 
buſes of the fame Kind, from Men of Hypo 


critical and corrupt Minds, whom therefore 


this Doctrine of the Apoſile effeFually and 


peculiarly regards and reproves: and I appeal 
to all, if this Conſtruction of the Sacred Text 
be not more'agreeable to Reaſon and Common 
Senſe, than that which the Doctor has — 
1 t 
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60 
fit and convenient to beſtow thereon. I be- 
ſeech the Doctor to conſider how, according 
to his Principles, this Covenant could be pro- 

oſed to Adam, out of a kind and beneficent 
Intention in the Creator, when God 4x24, in 
the firſt Place, that Adam would not keep it, 
and determined, in the ſecond Place, upon the 
Breach of it, to leave the Bulk of Mankind 
to periſh everlaſtingly, without Mercy, with- 
out . or ſuĩtable Means of Redemption 
and what a cruel. Jobe, upon the Calviniſtica 
Scheme, of Gop's willing the Fall, was here 
put upon Adam, and all his Poſterity! . 


Too talk as ſome do, of our exiſting in Adam 
at the Time of his Tranſgreſſion, is very ab- 
ſurd, when, as intelligent and free Creatures, 
it is evident, we did not exiſt at all. Sin 1s. a 
Tranſgreſſion of ſome Law, which we have at the 
ſame time Power to keep. GoD never requires 
Impoſſibilities. He that made Man, knows 
beſt what he is capable of, and hath undoubt- 
edly taken care to proportion the Duties he 
requires of Man, to the Powers he hath be- 
ſtowed on him. The contrary would be very 
hard dealing indeed—It a Law be diſpenſed 

to me, I muit in the firſt Place have Under- 
ſttanding ſufficient to judge of its Authority, 
and the Obligations it lays me under; and, in 
the ſecond Place, I muſt alſo have Power to 
keep it, otherwite it can never be a Law 
ſuitable to me; and a Man's Age, Cumplemion, 
Stature, and Ciroum/tquces, are as juſt m_ | 
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for 8 * the Bfesch of a Law which 
lies beyond the Reach of his Knowledge and 
Abilities. But ſoppoſing, in the laſt Place, 
that Gop did make ſuch a Covenant with 
Adum, &c; (though I think I have ſhewn it 


to be impofſible) let us ſee how the Doctrines 


of Election and Preterition will turn out then. 
I have already endeavoured to make it appear, 
that Gop does not act in that arbitrary Man- 


ner, which theſe Gentlemen teach; that though | 


he is indeed governed by no Law without, 
or accountable to any for what he is pleaſed 
to do, yet his own Rectitude of Mind, is 
to him an invariable Rule of Righteouſneſs, 
equally ſecure to all Itents and Purpoſes of 
a written Law without: and this argues the 
adorable and incomparable Excellency of his 
Being who, though by Nature he is infinitely 
above all Power and Authority whatever, yet 
his moral Perfections continually prompt him 
to promote the Happineſs of the meaneſt of 
his Creatures, It was ſovereign Goodneſs (ra- 
ther. than ſovereign Pleaſure) which prompted 
the Almighty to create Man, in order to com- 
municate Malek to him ; and if - Adam's 
Poſterity might be ſaid to fall in him, yet Gop 
muſt at leaſt look on them in à more favour- 


able Manner, than if they had actually finned 


themſelves ; and conſequently it could never 
ſuit with his Goodneſs to puniſh eternally 
e under this Circumſtance, without f 

z him an Opportunity of recovering from 
| bis lapſed State; nor could he erdain the 

| 5 Meang 
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Means on Purpoſe to fave fene by elefting 
Grace, without ſaving all. Gop 400 nothing 
without ſufficient Reaſon : he could ſave none 
under this Circumſtance, but as they were in 

themſelves Ohjects of his Pity and Mercy; and 
if ever there was an Object of Mercy, here it 
is, an immortal Soul condemned, for the Fault 
of another, which it could by no Means hinder 
or prevent, to ſuffer eternal Torment. There 
is ſomething greatly moving in ſuch an Ob- 
ject as this; and as all Adam's Poſterity were 
equally involved i in his Guilt, ad are Objects 
of Mercy preciſely the ſame, and therefore there 
is not the leaſt Ground for the Difference 
| which we are told is made by Election; becauſe 
'tis making a Diſſinction where there is o Dif- 
Ference. Here is the Race of Adam, conſidered 
as equally fallen in him, divided into two very 
unequal Parts (equally in themſelves, and alto- 
gether Objects of Mercy, if ſuch an Object 
can be) by the Almighty bimſelf. The ſmaller 
Number he is at all Events determined to ſave, 
and to deſtroy the greater Number. 


Iv anſwer to this, I expect to hear that com- 
mon, but <weat Argument, drawn from an 
earthly Prince, his extending Pardon to one 
Criminal, and leaving anther to undergo. the 
Execution of his Sentence. But this is of the 
fame fallacious Kind, as that drawn from the 
Caſe of Rebellion, and ſhews how very hard 
. the Patrons of this Doctrine are put- to-it-for 
"Arguments, T wo Men, condemned for ane 

Crune, 


1.631 

- Crime, may not be equally wicked, and con- 
ſequently one may better deſerve Pity than the 
ot ber, and to extend it, is in itſelf a rational and 


. worthy Diſtinction, made between two /ach 


Criminals, Let us ſuppoſe, in order to illu- 
. ſtrate the Argument, that a Man is compelled, 
by Thieves, to go out on the Highway, where 
he plunders, and 1s at length, with the reſt, 
bronght to Juſtice ; his Sentence would doubt- 
leſs be the /ame as theirs: But when he is con- 
ſider d, as having acted not by Choice, but by 
Neceſſity, he muſt needs be an Object of Pity, 
-- Nay, mere Juſtice itſelf will plead ſtrongly 
in his Favour. Apply this (ſo far as it belongs) 
to the Doctrine of Original din; which if it 
makes Men Sinners at all, it muſt be by Ne- 
Celſity, there being no Poſſibility for us to pre- 
vent it; which is equal to the greateſt Conſtraint 
that can be produced or imagined, and conſe- 
quently all Men muſt, under this Conſidera- 
tion, be at worſt ſuitable Objects of Mercy. 
Beſides, the Weakneſs of this Argument will 
plainly appear, upon conſidering, with reſpect 
to earthly Princes, that where the Equity of 
making a due Diſtinction between one Criminal 
and another, is not the Reaſon, why one is par- 
 doned, and the other left to ſuffer ; it always ariſes 
either from Caprice, Intereſt, Solicitation, or 
from Miſrepreſentation of Facts toMonaRcus; 
who, too often, ſee and hear through orbers, 
that are not always duly conſcientious, to pre- 
ſerve inviclble the Truſt repoled in them, 


[64 
and whether ſuch Reaſoning as . can 
poſſibly affect the Almighty, any Man of 
common Underſtanding may eaſily Judge. "7 


But let them apply my Argument on the 
Sovereignty of God againſt the Certainty of 

their Election, and I believe they will find 
but little Reaſon to boaſt of their Doctrine 
of electing Grace. They tell us indeed, that 
this Doctrine of theirs, makes the Death of 
Chriſt of more Effect than ours, becauſe 
it ſecures the Salvation of /ome. But I 
have proved there can be no Security in it ; and 
ſurely that Doctrine, which puts all into a Capa- 
city of Salvation, muſt be better, than that, which 
leaves almoſt every Man to periſh ; and if it was 


better to ſave a few, than to ſave none in this ar- 


bitrary Manner, it muſt till have been better and 
more to the Glory of Chrift, arbitrarily to have 
ſaved all Mankind. They fay alſo, that their 
Doctrine of Election is a much better Ground 
for Love and good Works, than is that of free 
Grace. But the contrary is apparent, becauſe 
whoever thinks rightly, cannot be without 
this diſquieting Thought, —If Gop, in a mere 
arbitrary Manner, and without any Regard to 

revious Fitneſs, has choſen me, and rejected 
another ; how do I know but his Mind may - 
change hereafter, or that he may not reverſe 
this Decree? or if unconditional Election be the 


trũe Doctrine of the Goſpel, and Man is equal... | 


tear and acct table to Gop without, as he is 


with, good Wor „ what Inducement can ſuch 
"Ti a Perſan 
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a Perſon have to pleaſe Gop that Way, when 
Be is already as well pleaſed without them? 
If Election is founded upon an waconditional 
Decrer, the natural Inference (in all ſuch as be- 
lieve the Doctri ine, and themſelves to be of the 
Elect) muſt be this—If I am of the Number 
of the Elect, nothing can fruſtrate my Hap- 
pineſs; I may gratify my favourite Paſſions, 

and wallow in all Kinds of Wickedneſc, Lux- 
ury and Senſuality, and be equally acceptable 
to the Almighty, as was Davzd in the Sins of 
Murder and Adultery: On the contrary, if I 
am not of that Number which ſhall be faved, 

all my Pains and Obedience will never procure 
me Acceptance with Gop, and therefore I will 
ſeek all poſſible Gratifications in this Life, 

ſeeing it is the only Time and Place wherein 


I can obtain any Thing like Happineſs; nor 


can the Liberty I take here increaſe my Mi- 
ſery hereafter, the preciſe Degree of that being 


fixed along with the Decree of my Damna- - 
tion: Though this Perſuaſion of * ſet a- 
art for everlaſting Torment, has more often 


the Effects of Deſperation and Self- Murder; 


and indeed the two Extremes of Preſumption | 


and Deſpair, are the natural Brood and Offspring 
of theſe Doctrines, as the reverend and learn- 
ed Dr. Trapp has abundantly evinced, in his - 
excellent Diſcourſe, againſt the Folly, Sin, and © 


Danger of being ri ghreous over, much. Hypo- 


cri and Perſecution are alſo the 


genuine 
Offspring of this Faith; and whenever it has 


been =, Perſecution has grown up to a con- 


fiderable 


| 
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ſiderable Maturity: for as they pretend to know 
the Marks of ele& and reprobate Men, what 
can be more natural, than for thoſe, who ap- 
prehend themſelves to be the former, to perſe- 
cute and take Vengeance on the latter. Hath 
not God, by his own Decree of Damnation, ſet 
them an Example? and if he has ſet a Mark 
on the Reprobate, they (the Elect) may very 
reaſonably, in Imitation of the Divine Conduct, 
endeavour to make them as wretched as poſ- 
fible here in this Lite, and «r/o ſhall lay any 
Thing to the Charge of Gov's Elki? I am now 
ſhewing, what are the genuine Effects of this 
Doctrine, not charging Conſequences on ſuch 
as neither do ſee nor approve of them: there 
is great Difference in the Conduct of Men of 
this Principle; and its natural Effects are, by 
other Things intervening, often prevented, the 
chief of which may, I believe, be Want of 
Power and Opportunity; for tho many, when 
out of Power, might be apt to ſay (as Hazael 
did) what is thy Servant a Dog, that he Jpould 
h this' Foil? yet they would perhaps be in 
ſome Danger of behaving as that great Man 
did, when he came to be tried. Some again, 
who tho” they proteſs the Doctrine, are yet 
(1 doubt not) An under the Influence of 
Gop's Grace, Which, as it tends to humble 
the Soul, and render it more loving and hu- 
mane than before, naturally prevents. the Spi- 
rit of Perfecution Trend taking ſuch deep Root 
as otherwiſe it might. And here, though 1 


do not pretend to be a nice Judge of the ſpi- 
TT ritual 


„ 
ritual Part of Religion, yet I have heard ſuch 
as have been accounted Men of the beſt Ex- 
perience ſay, that when the Grace of Gop o- 
perates on the Soul, the ardent Love of Man- 
kind is inſeparable therewith, If then the bet- 
ter Sort of thoſe, who profeſs this Doctrine, 
are ever ſenſible of this mot agreeable and 
humbling Operation in the Soul, I aſk them, 
if it does not naturally diſtend and enlarge 
their Wiſhes, in Behalf of all Mankind? and 
if this Spirit of Love be the genuine Effect of 
the Operation of Gop's Grace, what ſhall be 
ſaid of that ineffable and immenſe Fountain of 
Grace and Goodneſs, from whence it proceeds? 
But, on the other hand, it has been obſerved, 
that among mere enthuſiaſtic and traditional 
Believers, of the Doctrine of Election, their 
Hypocriſy, Deceit and Diſſimulation has over- 
top'd that of all the World beſides, even 
beyond what human Nature could be thought 
capable of, in its moſt wicked)and corrupt 
State; in ſhort, they ſeem to have made the 
Deceit of Jacob, and all other parallel Places 


of Scripture, that furniſh the worſt Part of the 


Lives of good Men, a /landing Rule of Beha- 
viour—— What a bleſſed Company has the 
Lox ſet apart for himſelf! | 


TE Foretnowledge of Gop is ſuppoſed, by 
ſome, to belong to the Argument of Pre- 
deſtination; but I think it wholly beſide my 
preſent Purpoſe, to enter circumſtantially into 
it, for this Reaſon 

K foreknows, 


If, Whatever Gop 
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forelnows, he muſt alſo of Neceflity Jore- 
ordain; it is manifeſtly uſing Foreknowledge 
and Ordination to ſignify juſt the ſame Thing, 
and, in this Light, every Argument againſt 
Fore-ordinatim, muſt be equally ſtrong againſt 

Forefnoit lodge, ſo far as it affects the Doctrines 
under Conſideration; and when theſe Gentle- 
men can ſhew the contrary, or are willing to 
enter into the Conſideration of the Divine 
Foreknowledge, either ſeparate from, or con- 
nected with, the Doctrine of Fore-ordination, I 
ſhall always be ready to receive Information, 


TH is Doctrine of electing Grace, they exalt 
as an incomprehenfible Myſtery ; ſo do the Papiſts, 
with as good Reaſon, that of Tranſubſtantiation; 

for neither of them are Myſteries, or incompre- 
henſible, but pa yo Errors, whoſe Abſurdity 
we do by ly and fully comprehend; nor wilt the 
ſtale Art of playing on the Word Myſtery 
amuſe us any longer. Another ſtrange Ar- 
gument, which theſe Men make uſe of, in or- 
der to ſet aſide ſome Paſſages of Scripture, 
which are poſitive and expreſs againſt them, 
is this, hat if God wills the Salvation of 
all Men, all muſt be ſaved, otherwiſe we may 
be "ſaid to conquer 4 Will and Grace of God. 
To which the Anſwer is very eaſy—Man is 
made a free Creature, and therefore Gop'deals 
with him as ſuch; becauſe to make him free, 
and then arbitrarily over-rule his Freedom, 
would be making him free to 0 Purpoſe. The 
n of Gop is ſometimes Pos live, an ſome- 
times 


” i601. | 
times conditional. He gives Laws, commands 
us to keep them, and promiſes eternal Life to 
thoſe: who obey ; nor can we ſuppoſe he 
commands us to obey, without “ling our 
Obedience, We may indeed gt the Opera- 
tions of his Grace: but to talk of conquering 


Gop, is Nonſenſe. He has made us free 
Creatures; he wills our Salvation, and has 
granted us ſuch Aids as are ſufficient, if we uſe 
them aright, to bring us to Happineſs : This 
Conduct in the Divine Being, is not only 
reaſonable in itſelf, but perfely agreeable to 
many plain and expreſs Parts of Scripture. The 
Weeping and Lamentation of Chriſt over Feru- 
alem, is a ſtrong Proof of it: How often would 
I haue gathered thee, as a Hen gathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings; but thou wouldeſt not ! 


Here was all done, that was fit and convenient 


to reclaim free Beings ; not only proper Aids 
offer'd, but offer'd in the m9f tender and af- 
fectionate Manner, as is evident from the Com- 


pariſon of the Hen, &c. and by the Words 


how often, is ſet forth the great Patience and 
long-ſuffering of God: And notwithſtanding all 
this, they reſiſted to their own Deſtruction. 
Gop w:lled, or would have faved her, but ſhe 
was ſtubborn and rebellious, and would not ac- 
cept of Salvation; did ſhe therefore conguer 
the Almighty ? Suppoſe my Father gives 4:2 a 
good Education, a good Employment, anda 
competent Portion in Money, and, beſides all, is 
continually at hand, ready further to adviſe 
and aſſiſt me, whenever it may be neceſſary; 
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yet I am obſtinate and diſobedient, and, by 
purſuing evil Courſes, fall into Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Ruin: I may indeed be ſaid to re- 
c, but in no good Senſe to conquer my Father. 
Beſides, according to this ablurd Way of ar- 
guing, if Gop does all in Believers, his Laws 
are to be kept by himſelf ; with what Propriety 
then can they be ſaid to be given to Man? He 
to whom the Law is given is to keep it, not 
the Being who gives it, * 


I M1GuT here, very naturally, ſpeak con- 
cerning the Sacrifice of Chriſt's Death, and his 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us; but I ſhall not 
now diſcuſs it fully, only a few Remarks may 
not be impertinent or uſeleſs. Theſe two 
Points appear to me to be much miſunderſtood ; 
Sin is ſaid to be infinite, becauſe committed 
againſt an infinite Gop; and that therefore no- 
thing but an infinite Being can ſatisfy the 
Juſtice of Gop for it: A fine Story indeed, for 
Men to amuſe us with, who pretend to be- 
lieve in only one Gop: Here is one infinite Be- 
ing, to be ſatisfied for Sin ; and another, to ſa- 
tisfy him. And, what is ſtill as bad or worſe, 
it ſuppoſes, that an infinite Being may, for 
a certain Seafon, ſuffer or undergo a Dimi- 
nution of its Happineſs; which, in an infinite 
and unchangeable Being, I take to be impoſ- 
ſible. Was it then only the Perſon, or rational 
Soul of Jeſus Chriſt, that ſuffered, being upheld 
under it, by the infinite Being himſelf? If ſo, 
what 1s become of the infinite Being, that was 
| to 


171 1 
to ſuffer for Sin; or does Gop make Satisfac- 
tion to himſelf? 7 Till theſe Gentlemen either 
renounce, or better explain this Matter, they 
will, I hope, think very 1 of all who 
Nb in abſurd Schemes of Faith. 2 


71 - Tx HE Thing productive of theſe Abſurdities, 
8 5s a wrong Notion of Sin, and of the Juſtice of 


Gop: Sin, they ſay, is infinite, becauſe com- 


mitted againſt an infinite Gop. It is doubt- 
leſs ſometimes a great Aggravation of it, that it 
is committed againſt Gop; but it is not ſo much 
his Greatneſs, as our abuſing his Goodneſs, that 
aggravates the Crime: As may appear from 
this ſhort Obſervation, That any Favour, diſin- 
tereſtedly done, by a Perſon of the meaneſt 
Rank in Life, lays the Receiver under the 
- ſame Obligation, as though it were granted 
by the greateſt Man upon Earth: It is the 
Motive and the Action, put together, that 
gives it its proper Value to the Receiver. Gop's 
Authority may add fome kind of Sanction; 


but no Alteration of outward Circumſtances, | 


in him who confers a Benefit, can ever after 
change the Nature of the Action, or the Obli- 
F reſulting from it. 


Ap, when we conſider, on the other hand, 
chat Sin is committed by a frail finite Being, 
very often in its unguarded Moments, prompt- 

ed by Paſſion and Appetite, and ores 
wal * moſt e Temptations; this 
| proves 
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proves more ſtrongly, that it-cannot be infinite, 
By the Juſtice of Gop, is not meant, that he 
cannot forgive Sin without Satisfaction, but 
that he wl not puniſh the Innocent. He 
propoſes himſelf as a Pattern for our Imitation, 
and joan us forgive our offending Brethren, if 
tbey repent and defire Forgiveneſs: and he 
himſelf will therefore forgive on the . ſame 
Terms; for unleſs Sin becomes ſo enormous, 
as to ale Puniſhment neceſſary, Repentance 
and Amendment is all that Gop expects. The 
Goſpel | 1s propoſed to Sinners, on theſe Terms ; 
and as to the Death of CHRIST, it were un- 
reaſonable to think, he laid down his Life by 
way of Satisfaction to offended Juſtice, in the 
Manner theſe Gentlemen underſtand it; but: 
in Teſtimony of the Truth of his Doctrines, 
and Confirmation of God's great Love to the. 
World. This was the Cauſe of CHRIST's 
Coming in the Fleſh. Gop ſo loved the 
World, that he ſent CHRIST to fave it, by 
ſuch Preaching and Miracles, and other i in- 
ternal Aids, Sc. as were in themſelves ſuf- 
ficient to beget Faith in ſuch as gave a proper 
— — ſuch a Faith, in the Soul, as was 

toductive of Morality and Virtue in Practice. 

t was an original Aci of Grace and e 5 
in Gop, to lend CuR1sT into the World, 

fave Sinners, and not (as ſome luperſtiioully 6 

teach) a mere Compliance in Gop the Father 

(and that, not without full Satisfaction firſt 


maeht * the weluntat 7 and merciful Interceſ-— 
ſion 
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11 
Gon of CHRIST the Son. For then our Sa 
vation would be owing only to the Love of 
CHR1ST, and not at all to Gop's Love, who 
is here conſidered as a rigorous and unrelenti 
Creditor, that will not releaſe the Debtor, un- 
til full Satisfaction be made; ſo that Cur 1ST 
becomes our Creditor, and Gov has no farther 
Demand: and what Need then can there be 
of Interceſſion to Gop on our Behalf, when 
the Debt is already paid, and full Satisfaction 
made ? CHRISFT's coming into the World was 
entirely owing to the Father's Mercy. His 
Doctrine, Miracles, &c. were what he had in 
Commiſſion from Go, as a Means to inſtruct 


and make the World happy; it is he who, 
inſtead of being averſe to forgive frail Man his 


Offences, has through I Es us proclaimed Par 


gon to all on Condition of Repentance and 
Amendment; - and thro' the Love of Gop it 
was alſo, that CHRIST was appointed a 
Mediator for ſinful Man: So that the whole 
Affair aroſe from Gop's own Mercy, | 


1 STAND amazed at the Gentlemen, againſt 


whom I am arguing; what a Scope do they 


give to the Soverezgnty of Gop, inthe Doctrines 
of Election and Reprobation 2 And yet they 


won t ſuffer it at all to operate, in the Caſe ef 


forgiving Sin, on the Terms of R 


epentance 
and Amendment. A ſmall, yea very ſmall and 
reaſonable Allowance, in regard to the ab ; 


tion of this Attribute, and in a good Cauſe too, 


- 
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would be ſufficient to juſtify the Mercy of 
Gop, in forgiving Sin. If, as a Sovereign, he 
puniſhes where no Sin is, ſurely he may alſo, as 
a Sovereign, forgive Sin. So that this Notion of 
the Impoſſibility of Gop's forgiving Sin, with- 
out Satisfaction firſt made, is erroneous and 
deſpicable. Repentance and Amendment iti 
the Creature 1s, in the Nature of Things, a 
much better Satisfaction, than can be made by 
the Act of another. By the Juſtice of Gop, 
I repeat it again, is meant, that he will not 
puniſh the Innocent, and not that he cannot 
ſhew Mercy to an offending, repenting, peni- 
tent Creature, unleſs another ſheds his Blood 
for an Atonement. Nor is the Righteouſneſs 
of CnRTST, ftrifly peaking, imputable to 
any one. The Terms of the Goſpel are, Re- 
pent, and be converted, and your Sins fhall be 
blotted ant : Be ſorry and amend, and J will 
forgive you. The Prayer of a Righteous Man 
evarleth much; and Gow, in ſome. Caſes, to 
ſhew his Regard to the Righteous, and to ex- 
cite others to become righteous alſo, may poſ- 
fibly grant Hat, at the Requeſt of ſuch a righte- 
_ ous Perſon, which without, it might be im- 
proper to grant; and CHR IS being our holy 
ahd'righteotis Mediator, Gop may do more 
at his Requeſt, on our Behalf, than he would 
do without it. Not but that (ind pendent of 
and previous to the Interceſſion of CuR1sT, 
at leaſt to the Account we have of it, in the 
New Teſtament) Gop was ever diſpoſed to 


E 
be favourable to Man, and always ready to 
receive him, coming to him in a proper and 
becoming Manner: For even this ve 
CHRIST, and his Interceſſion, &c. is all ul- 
timately the Act of Gop, and flows from his 
unbounded Love and Goodneſs to Man. So 
that imputed Righteouſneſs can mean no more, 
than Gop's forgiving us, at the Requeſt of 
Jesus CHRIST (whom he ſent on purpoſe to 
make that Requeſt, and to do every thing for 
the Benefit and Happineſs of Man) and not a 
real Transfer of CHRIST“ s perſonal Righteouſ- 
neſs, which is not only in itſelf impoſſible, but 
would, if true, take away all Neceſſity of 
our becoming holy. The Righteouſneſs of 
Cu R Ist is altogether different to what theſe 
Men take it to be; it is a real State of Righte- 
ouſneſs, wrought in the Soul by the Opera- 
tion of CHRIST 's Spirit, Man ſubmitting 
thereto. I know there are ſome Expreſſions 
in the New Teſtament, which (if precipitantly 
underſtood, without Regard had to the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and to other plain Texts) 
ſeem @ little to favour theſe Doctrines. I 
can't ſay, by what Means preciſely the Bible 
came into its preſent Condition; many Things 
might concur to give us wrong Apprehenſions 
of its true Senſe and Meaning. He that un- 
derſtands human Nature will find, that Men, 
vrho have been great Bigots in any Way of Re- 
ligion, abi generally retain ſome of their for- 
mer Prejudices, even after, in the main, they 
may have changed 2 Principles. _ 
| ice 


dice in üer i is a R not ſo cafily 
purged: out, as ſome may imagine; and tis 
poſſible, the Z/ritings of St. Paul may have in 
them a Tincture of this kind; beſides what 
may have ſince crept in, by Partiality or Ac+ 
cident: againſt, which, and all Errors of a 
like Kind, a duc Regard to the fundamental 
Principles, J have endeavoured to inculcate, 
will, I hope, abundantly ſecure us. Theſe 
are ſome ſuccinct Obſervations, that I could 
not well avoid making; which perhaps may 
ſhortly be followed by ſomething more ful 
and comprehenſive, concerning the Virtue and 
Extent of CHRIST's Death, and the Nature of 
rmputed Righteouſneſs. What I have here de- 
livered, concerning Go p's Soverergnty, is not 
the Reſult of a few, haſty, or looſe Thoughts, 
but the Effect of long and mature Delibera- 
tion. I have weighed over and over the Ar- 
uments in my own Breaſt, and tried their 
Strength with People, the moſt likely to afford 
me Satisfaction; and could I have found it in 
either Way, the World had never been troubled 
with theſe Free and Inpartidl Thoughts. 


| Bo RMIT me, before I lai an Bod, uſe 
to obſerve, in Regard to the Controverſy, be- 
tween Mr. 7 s and Mr. Taylor, on the 
Scripture Doctrine of Original din; that Mr. 
7—,, as well as Dr. —5, lays great 
Streſs on that frivolous Diſtinction, mentioned 
2 few Pages back, of moral and natural Nes 


ceſſity, to that Degree, that Mr. Taylor is 
treated 
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treated ſomewhat rudely, for not perceiving the 
Foree of it; when I dare aber, none but 
miſguided Zealots, could ever ſee any Reaſon 
or Argument in it: Nor do ſome of tlieſe 

very Men, who urge it, ſeem to believe it 
themſelves. Aft them how Man can be 
juſtly accountable for Evils, that proceed from 
a Nature dipraved in Adam, and they imme 
diately leave hit Diſtinction, and recur to the 


Covenknt ; and this Covenant they cannot ſup- 


port by any Argument ſhort of Gop's \Soves* 
reigniy, which they are welcome (if they carr 
tell how) to improve to their own Advan- 
_— > 9H mti NR 5 ji 


nin = 


o ay wk tan in the Fall, HA natural 


Powers to act rishtly; and is therefore con- 
demnable when he does not, tho', by Neceſ- 
ſity; he wants Inclinations to be virtuous, 
would, to 2% Mr. ——58 genteel Language; 
beig't ſenſeleſs Falſbood, and ſbeu Poverty of 
Argument (J am loth to add as he does) and 
Effrontery Fb. Such Rudeneſs deſerves La- 
mentation as well as Reproof, nor do I on 
this Occaſion ſet before him his "own Words 
with any ſecret Pleaſure, but purely to ſhew 
Mr. 75 how. agrecable ſuch a Liberty 
will pp wen in return, it . be 1 
to himſelf. 
115 | b 1 

Wu v is this dur Diſtinction weed 
unlels it be to ſhew, that becauſe Man "has 


natural Powers, tis his 0207 Fault, if he does 


L2 not 
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. not employ them atight; but how does it ap- 


pear, that ſuch a Power only, can render Mam 
a whit better, or ore a- moral Agent, than 
he is, or would be, without it? If Inclination 


to Virtue, muſt precede every truly virtuqus 


Action; and Man's Depravity under the Fall, 
be fuch as prevents his ever having ſuch 
Inclinations, his natural Ability to do Good, 
muſt needs be a mere Foke and a Cypher, Juſt 
the : fame as, on the other hand, would be, 
the ftrongeſt Inclinations to Virtue, and 9 na- 
tural Power of complying with them in Prac- 
tice. As nothing ſhort of Knowhdee and Power, 
Power of both kinds, natural and moral, can 
conſtitute Man a moral Agent, or proper Sub- 
ject of Law, of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
either here, or hereafter; one would wonder 
to ſee this infignificant Diſtinction urged at 
all in this Controveiſy : for it is, at the beſt, 
a mere Parade of Words; which prove no- 
thing, except it be the Want of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, in this Doctrine of Original 


Sin; or great Bigotry, and Detect of Under- 


ding, in its moſt accompliſhed Patrons. 


And after all that is, or can be ſaid, concerning 


aatural and moral Powers: it is doubtful, if 
ſuch a depraved miſerable Wretch, as Man 
under the Fall is ſaid by the Aſſemblies Cate- 
chiſm to be, can ſtrictly ſpeaking) have any 
Power at all over his own T houghts and Ac- 
trons: The immediate Cauſe and Spring of 
Action is the: Soul, to which the Body is ſub- 
nt only as an 1frument, but — in 7 
ficli. ſe 


11. 

ſelf, according to the beſt Philaſophy,,no;Power: 
to produce voluntary or ſelf Motion; What is 
called natura! Power in Man, as oppd t 
meral, is at leaſt, a Power lodged in the Soul, 
to give Motion to the Body. But theſe. Vvli. 
brows of the Mind, and — immediate Act of 
the Soul upon the Body, in order to produce 
- Virtue; depending on the Mind's being in 4 
State of Freedom, able to chuſe and prefer 

Virtue, as better than Vice; it is evident, that 
in a Mind, totally abandoned to Evil, moral 
Motives have not their due Power over the 
Man; and what we call his zatural Power to 
be. yirtuous, is either ſuſpended, or quite over- 
powered, by an evil and irreſiſtable Turn of 
Ingltnation, ariſing from the Act of another; I 
mean, Adam. Man then, conſidered as a moral 
Agent, has Power to do, or of to db, the very 
ſame Thing; be it good or evil. But this 
Liberty of Choice and Action in the Creature, 
as the Soul is but oN E, and alſo the immediate 
Source of all Action in Man, cannat properly, 
I think, be called ru diſtinct Powers, but 
rather different. Applications of one and the unnd 
Fatuen lodged in the Soul. On the other 
hand, in dach a. depraved Creature, as Man 
under the Fall is faid to be, the Power of 
cheſmg and refuſing, of bein g virtuous or 
vicious, which he pleaſes, is altogether loſt 
and deſtroyed; and ſuch a Man, fo far from 
having natural and moral Powers, has (proper- 
ly ſpeaking) 20 Pour at all remaining: all his 
Thoughts and Actions, like thoſe of = 

48. e 
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chine, are merely involuntary ; he is conſtantly 
impelled by ſomething mightier than himſelf, 
and ever neceſſitated to think and act a8 hes 
does: his being an intelligent Creature, doth 
not alter the State of the Caſe, or render him 
more an Agent than a Stock or a Stone. In 


this fad Condition, Man can have no Power 


34 


r Principle, which determines. all 
his Thoughts and Actions to the contrary, be 
removed, or he receive Superaddition of Un- 
derſtanding and Strength agreeable thereto. 
My natural Strength of Body may be equal 


to four hundred Weight; but what can this 


avail, while I am continually 2 down 
by four thouſand? and all Mr, 7—— “ Skill 
and Criticiſm {Pages 71, 72) will not evade 
this Reaſoning, The Diſtinction between im- 
mediate and remote Cauſes of Sin, is as trifling 
and inconcluſive, as the *forementioned Di- 
ſtinction of moral and natural Powers. Thoſe 
indeed, who can fancy themſelves to be Gop's 
own dear and elect: Children, may reject all 
Oppoſition with Scorn, and without Exami- 
nation, and acquieſce readily 3 in; the moſt ri- 
gid and. tyrannical Syſtem of Religion, that 
renders the Bulk of Mankind miſerable, while 
the Elect may think themſelves ſecure in the 


Divine Decree, with an humble Aﬀent, and 


awful (it ſhould be ſuperſtitious) Reverence of 
the Majeſty and Sovereignty of the great God. 
But what Reaſon or Recompence will that be 


to him, who under proper Means and Motives 
& $515 Fe : | would 5 


11 . 
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win! lia 1 the Commandments, and | 10 
have entered into Life; who would have loved 


the Lok D his Gop, With all his Heart, Soul, 


and Strength; and his Neighbour as himſelf? 
Or how can ſuch a partial and tyrannical 
Doctrine, be reconciled to the Voice of Reaſon. 


in Man, to our common Notions of Right 


and Wrong, to the General Scope and Tenour 


of the Holy Scriptures, or to that Text in par- 
ticular, which aſſures us, that he Alnughty 


doth not grieve nor afflici the Children of Men 


ente ? 
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E R R 4 7 4 - Pig * Line 14, for and that read na think 
that. Page 49, Line 5, for Dean read Biſhop. 
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